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SERMON I. 


Map; . 4. 


T hen was Jeſus led up of the Spirit into 
the Wilderneſs to be tempted of the 
Devil. 


| HESE Words are an Introduction to 
the Hiſtory of our Bleſſed Lord's 
Temptation; which is a Subject, poſ- 

ſibly, that has not been ſo frequently 

and ſo particularly conſider'd, as it deſerves, 
The Circumſtances of his prophetick Office, 


conſiſting of the Purity and Excellence of his 


Doctrine, the Exemplarineſs of his Converſa- 
tion, and the Miracles of his Power, have 
been the frequent Themes of our Admiration 
and our Praiſe: His offering himſelf a Sacri- 
fice for the Sins of Men, and his Interceſſion 
for us at God's Right-hand, which are the 


proper Functions of his ſacerdotal Character, 


are the conſtant Subjects of our devouteſt 
Adoration. But his remarkable Conflict with 
the Powers of Darkneſs, and the complete 


Victory he thereby obtain'd over the Prince of 
by thoſe 
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L 24 
thoſe accurſed Spirits, whoſe Employment it 
is, to walk abour ſeeking whom they may 
devour, is in its Turn too a very noble, as 
well as uſeful Meditation. 

Behold the Captain of our Salyation, who, 
was manifeſted for this Purpoſe, that he might 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, taking to him 
the wholeArmour of God, (ſuch and ſo power- 
ful is the Enemy we have to deal with!) in 


order to withſtand: the Aſſaults of his moſt 


ſubtle, and, till now, but too ſucceſsful Ad- 
verſary ! Himſelf replete with all the Graces 
and Powers of his new Adoption Led on 
under the auſpicious Conduct of God's bleſſed 
Spirit And encouraged to the Combat by 
ſach a Voice'from the excellent Glory ; This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
Circumſtances, it muſt be own'd, very pro- 
miſing and advantageous, yet ſuch withal, as 
became a Conflict ſo ſevere in itſelf, ſo con- 
cerning and important in its Conſequences. 
The Particulars of this great Fight of 
Faith, the Armour whereby he repelled all the 
fiery Darts of the wicked One, and in Con- 
3 of which, he beheld Satan like Light- 
all from Heaven, ſhall be reſerved for 
our diſtinct Conſideration. I ſhall at preſent 
content myſelf with ſhewing from the: Words 
before us : 


| I. The Nature of Tempration in ge- 
5 neral. 


* I. The 


[3 ] 
II. The previous Circumſtances of out 
Bleſſed Lord's Temptation mention'd 

in the Text. 
ul, The bleſſed Conſequences of it. And, 
IV. and Zfily, The practical Uſes that 


may be drawn from it. 


I. For the Nature of Temptation in general. 
By Temptation I underſtand a Motive or In- 
ducement made uſe of in any Inftance to 
draw us from our Duty: For to tempt, in its 
firſt and moſt obvious Signification, is to make 
Trial ; and of Conſequence, when applied 
to Matters of @. religious Conſideration, it 
means, the putting us to the Teſt or Trial of 
our Conſtancy and Adherence to the Com- 
mands of God. And it muſt not be wonder'd 
at, if the Mind of Man be now left ſubject to 
theſe Impreſſions, ſince even in his 55 Eſtate 
he was fatally 'yanquiſh'd and deceiy'd by them, 
For if then, when there was no Rebellion of 

Appetite againſt the Powers of Reaſon, Man 
fell a Victim to the ſuperior Subtlety and Ad- 
dreſs of the Tempter, what ſhall we now ſay, 
when we ſee another Law in our Members war- 
ing againſt the Law of our Minds, and bringing 
us into Captivity to the Law of Sin which is 
in our Members? Rom. vii. 23. If this were 
ſo in the green Tree, what ſhall be done in the 
dry *——The Under fanding, in its now natural 
Eſtate, is full of Ignorance and Error: The 
Will is perverſe; the Appetite, the mean 


nn moving and inclining, as well the one 
B 2 as 


[4] 
as the other, to what is evil. So that, with- | 
out the Grace of God renewing and aſſiſting | 
them, we cannot do the Things that w0e would, | 
Gal. v. 17. And in this State of Degeneracy, | 
the Temptations that encompaſs us are many | 
and great; the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh, are ever ſoliciting us to wrong and 
irregular Gratifications. They cloud and per- 
plex the Underſtanding, enſnare and captivate 
the Will; and all, after that, is but Folly 
and Bitterneſs, Folly in the Execution, and 
Bitterneſs in the Iſſue: For Luft, when it has 
conceived, bringeth forth Sin; and Sin, when it 
is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death. Theſe 
then are the Enemies we have to encounter; | 
and, what is more melancholy in the Reflection, | 
is, that we ourſelves are a Part of them; u 
rum Pars magna fui. So that till thoſe who 
diſpute themſelves out of . a Belief of evil 
Stirits, can rid themſelves of the World, and 
of their own evil and corrupted Nature too, 
; they will, it is to be fear'd, ſtill continue to he 
defective in their proper Functions; and, 
without the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace, be able 
to do nothing, John xv. 5. Yet as it is, 1 Cor. xv. 
10. by theGrace of God that we are what we 
are; 1o, provided we are careful that his Grace, 
| which ig beſſowed upon us, be not in vain, we 
{ may ſecurely truſt that he will deliver us from o 
j great a Death, from this Body of Sin. But 
then this Grace of God is not to be expected 
N without the asking; and we muſt ask in Fuith, 
and ſeek it earneſtly with Tears, And accord- 


ingly 
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ingly we are directed in that excellent Form 
of Prayer recommended by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, to make it a conſtant Part of our Ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace, that our 
heavenly Father, who knoweth our Infirmi- 
ties, will not lead us into Temptation, but de- 
ver us from Evil; i. e. in other Words, that 
he will not ſuffer us to be tempted above that 
we are able; but with the Temptation make a 
way to eſcape,” that we may be able to bear. it, 
1 Cor. x. 13. And thus much of Temptation 
in general. Let us, in thke ond 


! YI © # us i 


IId Place, Conſider the previous Circum- 
ſtances of our Bleſſed Lord's Temptation, 
mention'd in the Text: Yen was Feſus led up 
of the Spirit into the Wilderneſs," to be tempted 
of the Devil. From which Words I would 


remark : (I.) The Thing defignd 5; namely, 


The Temptation of the Blefſed Jeſus: 
(2.) The Parties to this Deſign, or the Per- 
ſons more immediately concern'd, as Acceſſa- 
ries to it; namely, the Holy Spirit of Grace, 
on the one hand ; the Devil, or Prince of the 


pee 7 4.4 | | 20“ 

The 1/7 Particular to be remark d, is, the 
Thing deſgnd; namely, the Temptation of 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, ſo named of the Angel be- 
fore he was eonceiv'd in the Womb; and that 
for this Reaſon emphatically; for he ſball ſave 
his People from their Sins, Mat. i. 21. In this 
e | Character 


L 6 ; 

Character of; a Saviour he was now going to 
appear to the World: A Deſign too good not 
to meet with all the Oppoſition that wicked 
Spirits could give to it; and therefore, to 
qualify him for that bleſſed Work, and at once 
to remove this Ohſtacle that it was foreſeen 
would lie in the way of his Undertaking, the 
Wiſdom of God thought fit to eæpoſe him to 
all the Wit and Malice of the Prince of Devils, 
before he enter'd upon the actual Diſcharge of 
his prophetick Office; which, had he not 
been able to withſtand, and vanquiſh the 
great Enemy of Mankind, muſt of courſe have 
fallen to the Ground. For which Reaſon, 
immediately upon his ſolemn Inauguration to 
this high Office, he is led out as our Champion, 
to meet the Adverſary, and to make Proof of 
that ſpiritual Armour wherein his great Strength 
lay, and which he had juſt then received for 
the Purpoſes of his Miniſtry; that it might 
appear, whether the great Tranſaction he was 
about to engage in, were within the Sphere 
of his Activity, or not. And to this Trial, 
or Probation of his Courage 20a Ooollaney, it 
is remarkable, in te 

Ad Place, That he was led, or ex pos d, by 
the Holy Spirit of Grace. — Led up of the 
Sir it — Which Circumſtance of our Blefſed 
Saviour's Stoty ſcems to be rematked by way 
of Cuut ion, chieſty to thoſe who [ſhould come 
aſter him, not to preſume too far upon their 
own Strength not neodleſſy, and — 


. 3 to throw themſelves upon 
| Tempta- 


a, alt oY „ „% — A oe * —— 


7. 

Temptation; that we might learn from his 
Example, to be wary and circumſpect in out 
Condut; and that he who girdeth on his 
Armour, ſhould not boaſt himſelf, as he that 
putteth it off, 1 Kings xx. 11. To be proof 
againſt Temptation requires all the Skill and 
Courage we are Maſters of; the Enemies we 
have to do with, are great and powerful, and 
therefore it is enough that we reſiſt and repel 
them, without ſeeking Occafions to diſplay and 

lixe our Valour: For ue ureſle not againſt 
Fleſh and Blood only, but againſi Principalities, 
againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Dark- 
neſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs 
in high Places, Eph. vi. 12. We read of our 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf, in the Courſe of his 
Miniſtry, that when the Jews took Counſel 
together to put him to Death, he therefore 
walked no more openly among them, John xi. 54. 
And when he ſends forth the Twelve, his Di- 
rection to them is, hen they per ſecute you in 


this City, flee ye into another, Matt. x. 23. 


And when he found his Diſciples aſleep juſt 
before his A pprehenſion, he admoniſhed them; 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into Tempta- 
tion: The Spirit indeed is willing, but the 
Fleſh is weak, Matt, xxvi. 41. And if St, 
Peter (to whom theſe Words are particularly 
directed) had well conſidered the Force and 
Deſign of them, he who had with ſo much 
commendable Zeal and Earneftneſs profeſſed 
his Reſolution of ſtanding by his Maſter even 
unto Death, If I ſhould die with thee, I will 


no 


oy * * 
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not deny thee in any wiſe, Mark xiv. 31. had | 
eſcaped the Reproach which he afterwards 
fell into, of Renouncing him even with the { 
bittereſt Oaths and Execrations. — And this | 
Caution is the more neceſſary to be attended 
to, if we conſider the extreme Subtlety and In- 
ſinuation of Addreſs ſo eminent in the Zempter, | 
to whoſe Suggeſtions our Bleſſed Lord, in this f 
Inſtance, was remarkably expos'd. — Ts be. ; 
tempted of the Devil. — Ever ſince the ac- | 
curſed Apoſtaſy of thoſe once happy Spirits, 
the Devil and his Angels, it has been their 
conſtant Employment to beguile unſtable Souls, 
| and by their crafty Wiles to betray them into 
that Place of Torment to which themſelves + 
are irretrievably conſign'd. And as their 
Knowledge, and their Power, are ſtill in Pro- 
portion to that Rank and Diſtinction of Na- 
ture which they are poſſeſſed of, ſo the Malice 
and Inveteracy of their Purſuits meets with 
(God knows) but too much Succeſs in the 
World. And as to the particular Caſe, now 


— 
—— —— — 


before us, if the Sin of the apoſtate Angels 
(as /ome ſuppoſe) conſiſted in an irreconcile- 
able Hatred and Enmity againſt Chri/} and his 
Truth, it is reaſonable to preſume that the 
Tempter was not wanting upon this great Oc- 
caſion to exert all his Skill and Abilities, in 
order to defeat the gracious Ends and Deſigns 
of the Incarnate Saviour. We cannot ſup- 
poſe him ignorant for what Purpoſe the Son of 
God was manifeſted, and conſequently how. 


much it concern'd the Intereſts of his Kingdom 
to 
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to countermine and baffle it. Art thou com 


to defiroy us ? cried the unclean Spirit in the 
Goſpel ; I know thee who thou art, the Holy One 
of God, Mark i. 24. How ſeverethen muſt that 
Trial be, which had not only the Devil himſelf 
for its Author, but on the Succe/s of which the 
Continuance of his Empire and Dominion in 
the World did fo intirely and immediately de- 
pend ! But it is obſervable, in the 

34 Place, That God, who even in ordinary 
Cates, will not ſuffer us to be tempted above that 
we are able, 1 Cor. x. 13. was pleaſed 10 to 
proportion the particular 7:me of this Conflict 
to the Difficulties and Severities of it, as that 
all the Rage and Malice of the Adverſary 
were too little to conduct it to that Iſſue 
which he ſo earneſtly hoped and expected. 
Then, fays the Text, was Jeſus led up of the 
Spirit, and ſo forth. Then, i. e. (as the precede- 
ing Words determine the Senſe) having juſt 
been baptized, — being ſtrengthened by he 
Hhly Ghoſt, which he had even now receiv- 
ed in the moſt vi/zble Manner, — and con- 
firmed in his Duty by that Yoice from Heaven, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſ- 
ed, cap. iii. 17. The State of Chriſtians in this 
World, is indeed a State of Warfare ; but then 
they are not left deftitute of proper Strength 
and Armour, whereby to ſecure and to defend 
themſelves. Ve can do all Things through 
Chriſt who ſtrengthens us, Phil. iv. 13. When 
we firſt entered into Covenant with God @t 
our Baptiſm, and on our Parts renonnced the 
| C Devil 


(10 J 

Devil and all his Works, the vain Pomp and 
Glory of the World, and ſo forth, we may 
piouſly preſume (nay, it were impious to 
doubt of it) that he rejoined, © My Grace is 
« {ufficient for thee, 2 Cor. xii.g. Take thee Power 


and Strength to have Victory, and to tri- 


« umph againſt the Devil, the World, and the 
„ Fleſh.” And if we go forth in the Strength 
of the Lord God, who, or what, 1s he, that, 
without our own Conſent, can overpower or 
enſlave us? The | 

4th (and laſt). Circumſtance to be obſerved 
in this Part of our Saviour's Story, is the Place 
made choice of for this great Tranſaction, The 
Wilderneſs. Then was Jeſus led up of the Spirit into 
the Wilderneſs A Place by Nature deſtitute 
not of the Delights only, but of even the Ne- 
ceſſuries of Life; which ſeems to have given 
no {mall Advantage to the Tempter, as to any 
Methods of Relief he ſhould propoſe in ſo 


forlorn and comfortleſs a Situation. And in 


general indeed, this of Deſtitution of worldly 


_ Comforts, is a Temptation of the ſevere} Kind; 


which the 'Tempter himſelf ſeems not to have 
been unmindful of, both in bis, and in the 
Caſe of Fob; where he ſays to God, Put forth 
thine Hand now, and touch all that he has, and 
he will curſe thee to thy Face, Cap. i. 11. And 


though in the Inſtance of that perfect and up- 
right Perſon, as well as in this of the Son of 
God, which we are now conſidering, the En- 


chantment indeed failed him; yet is it to be 
feared, that he has ever been but too /ſucce/5- 


ful 


—_— * — — "Y _- 


os 


| 
? 
2 
9 
2 
1 
F 
) 
1 
/ 
5 
e 
e 
4 
4 
4 
f 
e 
1 


1 


ful in his Attempts on others in the like hope- 


leſs Circumſtances. For he well knows how 
very apt the Generality of Mankind are to 
fall from God, and to let go their Truſt and 
Confidence in him, upon the firſt Appearance 
of worldly Straits and Inconveniencies. And 
though indeed to a Mind well- diſpoſed a Situa- 
tion of this Kind is naturally fruitful of the 
greateſt Good, as it ſerves to deaden our Af- 
fections for this World, and to make us mind- 
ful of our better and more enduring Intereſt 
in the other; yet as the Things of Sex/e are 
but too apt to affect us in the tendereſt and 
moſt endearing Manner, it ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghoſt, that our Bleſſed Saviour's Exam- 


ple in this Matter ſhould be a ſtanding Rule 


of Conduct to all ſucceeding Chriſtians, name- 
ly, in all Events and Exigencies, not to truſt 
in theſe uncertain ?ranſory Enjoyments, but 
in the living God and withal to teach us, that 
the ſharper and more ſevere the 7rial is, the 


greater and more illuſtrious is the Congueſt. 
Which leads us, 


III. To conſider the bleſſed Conſequences of 
our Lord's Temptation. And the fr and im- 
mediate Conſequence of it was, that having 
diſarmed the Adverſary, and trodden them un- 
der, that aroſe up againſt him, he was thereby 
eftabliſhed in his Miniſtry, and confirmed in the 
Work whereunto God had called him. For, (as 
our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf argues againſt the 
Phariſees) How can one enter into a ſtrong 

C 2 Man's 
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Man's Houſe, and ſpoil his Goods, except ke 
firſt bind the ſirong Mau? And then he will 
foil his Houfe. Matth. xii. 29. The Devil had 
now for many Ages bore an almoſt ab/o/ute 
Sway in the World; Idolatry was almoſt uni- 
verfal ; his Temples were honoured, and his 
Oracles rever'd both far and wide ; in Fury 
only was God known, Pſal. Ixxvi. 8. Neither had 
the Feathen Knowledge of his Laws. cxlvii. 20. 
Now this being the Caſe, the Devil was to be 
diſpogſeſt-; his Power, and Magnificence, whom 
all Afia and the World worſhipped, was to be © 
deſtroyed, before the Kingdoms of this World 
could become the Kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Chriſt, Rev. xi. 15. Aud the Ends of the Earth 
could ſee the Salvation of God, Itai. I. 10. Now 
this was the happy Effect of our Bleſſed Lord's 
Temptation ; who by preferving himſelf intire 
from the refined Arts and ſubtle Intrigues of 
the Tempter, depoſed him from his long- uſurp- 
ed Tyranny, % Captivity captive, and re- 
ceived to himſelf the Kingdom that ſhall not be 
deſtroyed, Dan. vii. 14. Another Conſequence 
of our Bleſſed Lord's Temptation, | 
2dly, Wasy The happy Aſſurance thereby 
purchafed to his Church, that upon our faith- 
ful and ſincere Endeavours, we need not doubt 
of Succeſs againſt our ſpiritual Enemies, Chriſt 
no doubt fong ht and conguered, as well as lived 
0 and died, for us. The Actions of Chriſt are not 
to be confined to his per/oval, but muſt be 
: 
? 


conſidered alſo as having a Regard to his ex- 
emplary and repreſentative Capacity; both as- 
e | he 
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[ 33 ) 
he ſuſtained the Character of the whole Species, 
ſtanding in the ftead of a!? Mankind, and as 
he came to be a Pattern and Example of every 
Virtue. Some Parts of his Life, particularly 
his S/erings, ſeem, in any other View, fcarce- 
ly to be accounted for ; for being originally, 
and in himſelf poſſeſſed of every Grace, he 
needed not the Diſcipline of Afflictions to im- 
prove and perfect him. As our Subſtitute in- 
deed they ſeem to have been in ſome Senſe ne- 
ceſſary to compleat his Chriſtian Character; 


for what Son is he, whom the Father chaſteneth 


not ? Heb. xii. 7. And this is no lefs true with 
regard to Temptations in general; a State of 
Temptation is the unavoidable Condition of eve 

Chriſtian, that (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) the Trial 
of their Faith being much more precious than MA 
Gold that periſheth, though it be tried in the 
Fire, may be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, 
and Glory at the appearing of Feſus Chriſt. 
1 Pet. i. 7. Were there no Temptation, there 
could be no Virtue; as there can be no Con- 
tention without an Adverſary: This the very 
Name of Virtue implies in it. And it muſt ever 
be eſteemed a great Encouragement to us in the 
Courſe of our Warfare, to be aſſured, that if 
in our Spiritual Conflict we acquit ourſelves 
as becomes good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, we 
ſhall in the End prove more than Conquerors 
through him that loved us, Rom. viii. 37. And 
that Temptations, however common, and in- 
differently incident to al, are yet vincible, 
and may be conquered and ſubdued by us. 
| That 
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4. 
That Spiritual Sith and Inactivity which our 
Firſt Parents brought upon their Poſterity by 


a too eaſy and credulous Compliance with the 


Tempter, is by the ſecond Adam healed and re- 
moved. Of the former it is ſaid, That when 
they ſaw that the Tree was good for Food, and 
pleaſant to the Eyes, and a Tree to be deſired to 
make one wiſe, they took of the Fruit thereof 
and eat, Gen. iii. 6. But of the latter, that when 
all the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glo- 
ry of them, were offered to his Acceptance, 
upon a Condition in itſelf vi, and inconſiſtent 
with his Duty, he firmly replied, Get 7hee 
hence, Satan. So that in a Spiritual Senſe alſo 
we may juſtly affirm, That as in Adam all died, 


fo all in Chriſt are made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 


It is in every Man's Power, and is now be- 
come an emphatical Part of his Duty too, to 
jay with his Bleſſed Maſter, when encompaſ- 
ſed with the fronge/} Temptations, Get thee 


Hence, Satan. And if we reſiſt the Devil, he will 


ee from us, James iv, 7. For God is able to make 
5 tand, Rom. xiv. 4. For the Weapons of our 
Was fare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of ſtrong Holds, 2 Cor. x. 4. 
It is obſervable however, that our Weapons are 
here ſaid to be mighty zhrough God; and that 
the Apoſtle in another Place adviſes to fut on 
the whole Armour of God, that we may be able to 
Hand againſt the Wiles of the Devil, Eph. vi. 11. 
For it muſt eyer be remembered, that though 
it is at our own Choice either to ſubmit or to 
reſiſt the Darts of the wicked One, ſo as not rs 
e 


* 
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be brought under the Power of any, yet have 
we no Power of ourſelves to help ourſelves, but 
are to expect it only from his Hands, to whom 
we muſt commit the keeping of our Souls in 
well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator, 1 Pet. iv. 19. 
I am now come, 1n the 


IVch and 1 Place, to the Pradf7ical Uſes that 
may be made of this Doctrine. The Firſt is, 
that the holieſt and beſt of Men muſt not ex- 
pect to e/cape Temptation. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ſome Share of Temptation as common to 
Man, Cv ] incident to Man, as ſuch. 
There has no Temptation taken you, (lays he) 
but ſuch as is common to Man. 1 Cor. x. 13. 
Intimating that the State and Condition of Man 
in this World is ſuch, as in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things ſubjects him to Temptations of one 
kind or other; and that all Men indiferently, 
as well good as bad. So that ſo long as Men 
are Men, there 1s no Hope of Exemption in 
the Caſe. If any one could have eſcaped the 
fiery Darts of the wicked One, ſurely our Bleſſed 
Saviour might : For he was not only God as 
well as Man, but (as I obſerved above) had 
juſt been declared to be God's Beloved Son, in 
whom he was well-pleaſed ; yet was he in all 
Points tempted like as we are. Our only Com- 
fort 1n this Reſpe is, | 

(2.) That foraſmuch as he himſelf hath ſuf- 
fered, being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted, Hebr. ii. 18. Yes, doubtleſs ; 
and not able only, but even infinitely willing 

and 
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and ready to fuccour us. Who is weak, and he 
is not weak ? i. e. in Sympathy with him, in 
care how to relieve and ſupport him. Who is 
offended, and he burns not? 2 Cor. xi. 29. Does 
he not remember (think we) that earneſt Care 
and Anxiety of Mind with which he ſtrove 
againſt Sin, in his own Perſon, in the Day of 
Temptation in the Wilderneſs ? Has he forgot the 
Victory he obtained for us over Serpents and 
Seor pions, and over all the Power of the Enemy, 
Luke x. 19. by his Baptiſm, Faſting, and 
Temptation? Surely he, who is himſelf touch'd 
with the Feeling of our Infirmities, who know- 
erh too whereof we are made, and remembreth that 
we are but Duſt, Pal. ciii. 14. will upon ſuch 
Occaſions, if we humbly and heartily de/rre it, 
and if at the ſame Time we are not very au- 
worthy, give us the Comfort of his Help, and 
abliſh us with his free Spirit. Pi. li. 12. The 

34 (and laſt) Inference I ſhall draw from this 
Paſſage of our Saviour's Life, is, that tobe tempt- 
ed is not of itſelf criminal. Temptations, con- 
ſidered as ſuch, can be no otherwiſe ful in us, 
than either as we preſumptuouſly run into, or 
unfaithfully comply with them : So far from it, 
that if we make a right U/e of them, they will 
prove the happy Occaſions of our Spiritual 
Frowth and Improvement; how elſe could they 
be matter of Joy to the good and faithful Chri- 
ftian : Yet is it the Apoſtle's Advice, that we 
would count it all Foy, when we fall into divers 
Temptations, Jam. i. 2. And that for this Reaſon 
exprefly, becauſe phe Trying of our Faith wor ker 
| Pa- 
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Patience, Ver. 3. But if to be tempted, were in it- 
ſelf fnful, all ſuch Rejoycing were evil, v. 4, 16. 
nor could that Spotleſs Lamb, who was in all 
Points tempted like as we are, be yet without 
Sin, Heb. iv. 15. Nay, he muſt have been a 
Sinner in Proportion to the Strength and Ma- 
lice of his Temptations. It is remarkable what 
himſelf ſays to the Angel of the Church in 
Smyrna to this Purpoſe : Fear none of * 
Things which thou ſhalt ſuffer (lays he): Behold, 
the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that 
ye may be tried, and ye ſhall have Tribulation ten 
Days. Be thou faithful unto Death, and I will 
give thee a Crown of Life, Rev. ii. 10. Here 
are Temptations foretold, and the Perſon to be 
tempted, upon certain Conditions, is intitled to 
a glorious Reward ; which, had thoſe Temp- 
tations been /inful in him, no one can think 
that he who hateth Iniquity could ever haye 


propoſed. 


In one Word, and to conclude : The Hi- 
ſtory of our Bleſſed Lord's Temptation affords 
us a noble Leſſon (may we all have Grace to 
prafije it of Chriſtian Fortitude ; teaching 
us at once to expect, and to withſtand the moſt 
inveterate Aſſaults of our Spiritual Enemies. 
Let us therefore take unto us the whole Ar- 
mour of God, that we may be able to ſtand in the 
evil Day, and having done all, to land, Eph. vi. 
13. Let neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, 
nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things pre- 
ſeut, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor 

D Lepth, 
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Depth, nor am other Creature, be able to ſepa- 
rate us from the Love of God which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. For to him 
that overcometh will he grant to ſit with him in 
his Throne, even as he alſo overcame, and is ſet 
down with his Father in his Throne, Rev. iii. 
21. 


Which that we may all do, &. 


SE Ro 
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Marr. IV. 4. 

I is written, Man ſhall not live 
by Bread alone; but by every Word 
that proceedeth out of the Mouth of 
God. 


HE Temptation of our Blefſed Saviour, 
which we have anAccount of in this Part 

of the Chapter, is very remarkable both for that 
artful and inſidious Addre/s made uſe of by the 
Tempter, and for the ſound and ſolid Returns 
made to it by him, who condeſcends, as often 
as he reaſons with his Creatures ; but at the 
ſame time is ſure to convince them, that in 
him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, Col. ii. 3. The Tempter well 
knowing how 10 transform himſelf into an 
Angel of Light, 2 Cor. xi. 14. in order to 
ſerve his pernicious Purpoſes, rightly judged, 
that if what he propoſed could be ſupported 
by Arguments drawn from the Nature of God, 
as revealed in holy Scripture, his Point was 


gained ; and therefore taking Advantage of 
D 2 that 


. 20 


that Importunity which he found our Bleſſed 


Maſter under from the craving Appetite of 


Hunger, which a Forty Days Faſt had expoſed 


him to, begins his Attack with his plauſible 


Inſinuation, well adapted to his then preſent 
Circumſtances ; thou be the Sou of God, com- 
mand that theſe Stones be made Bread, ver. 3. i.e. 
« If thou art indeed that divine and heavenly 
« Perſon thou haſt been declared to be, let it 
«be a Proof of thy being ſo, that thou in- 
« ſtantly relieve thine own preſent Neceſſity, 


by the Exerciſe of that All-commanding 


« Power. which no Creature is able to reſiſt.” 
To this our Bleſſed Lord returns for Anſwer, 
at the ſame time teaching ws, that we are never 
ſo ſafe as under the Guidance and Direction of 
God's Word, rightly underſtood and well ap- 
plied; It is written, Man ſhall not live by Bread 
alone, but by every Word that proceedeth out of 


the Mouth of God. 


In ſpeaking farther to which Words, I ſhall 
endeavour, 


Firſt, To explain the Words themſelves. 

Secondly, To ſhew what are the doctrinal 
Points to be learned from them. And then, 

Laftly, Will apply the Whole, and ſo conclude. 


Firſt, Then, I ſhall endeayour to explain 
the Words themſelves. 

Now the Place of Deuteronomy, from whence 
they are taken, plainly refers to the miraculous 
Prc viſion which God was pleaſed to make for 

the 
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the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs : As from the 
Words at large may more fully appear: Thou 
ſhalt remember all the Way which the Lord thy 
God led thee theſe Forty Tears in the Mil- 
derneſs, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to 
know what was in thine Heart, whether thou 
wouldſ} keep his Commanaments, or no. And 
he humbled thee, and ſuffered thee to Hunger, 
and fed thee with Manna (which thou knew ft 
not, neither did thy Fathers know); that he 
might make thee know, that Man doth not live 
by Bread only, but by every Word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the Mouth of the Lord, doth Man 
live, chap. viii. ver. 2, 3. So that the Word 
of God, by which Man is here ſaid to live, 
muſt mean the Word of God's Power, exerting 
itſelf in a miraculous and extraordinary Man- 
ner for his Relief: That Word, by which (as 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) he commanded the Clouds 
above, and opened the Doors of Heaven, raining 
down Manna upon his People for to eat, and 
giving them Food from Heaven, Pſal. Ixx. 24, 
25. Indeed the Word of God is frequently 
made uſe of in the Language of the O/d 
Teftament, to ſignify his extraordinary Power 
in any Inſtance. Thus, the Lord gave the 
Word, great was the Company of the Preacher, 
Pſal. Ixviii. 11. The Word of Command, as we ute 
to ſpeak ; as it ise//ewhere explained in the ful- 
le/} Manner: He ſpake the Word, and they were 
made; he commanded, and they were creaged, 
Pfal. cxlviii. 5. The Rule of God's Providence 
in common Cates, is much otherwiſe; in ordinary 

In- 
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Inſtances God is pleaſed to % and fecond 
our own Endeavours, ſo as to make them 
effectual for the End propoſed, He that tilleth 
the Land ſhall have plenty of Bread ; but he 
that followeth after vaiu Perſons ſhall have 
Poverty enough, Prov. xxvii. 19. This, I ſay, 
is the general Courle of God's Providence with 
regard to Man's Support in this World; but then 
the great King of the Earth has not baun 
himſelf up to preciſe Rules and Meaſures in 
every conceivable Caſe, but has left himſelf at 
Liberty, upon extraordinary Emergencies, to 
appear in a manner worthy the Occaſion ; 
and will with the Temptation, 1 Cor. x, 13. 
whatever it be, provided we are not wanting 


to ourſelves, make a Way to eſcape, that we 


may be able to bear it, And thus much, tho' 
in ordinary Caſes we are not to hope for Mira- 
cles, may yet always be depended upon ; and 
therefore our Bleſſed Maſter, in the Words be- 
fore us, not confining himſelf to the particular 
Caſe put by the Tempter of his being the Son 
of God, and fo able to relieve himſelf in virtue 
of his Omnipotence, lays it down as a Rule of 
general and ſtanding U/e to the World, that 
Man doth not live by Bread alone, but by every 
Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth of God. 
And this it was which ſupported him, who 
came to be a Pattern of every Virtue to his 
Church, in the Particular Inftance to which 
my Text refers, He had now paſled no leis 
than Forty Days and Forty Nights without the 
ordinary Methods of Refreſhment ; and we 

may 
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may well ſuppoſe, that, as the holy Text in- 
forms us, he was afterwards an hungered, ver. 2. 


He muſt be imagin'd, after fo long and ſevere 
an Abſtinence, to have ſtruggled with the 
- quickeſt Senſe of Indigence and Want - But his 
Comfort was, that he who ſuſtained the 
3 J/raelites in the Wilderneſs, and who ſaffered 


them to hunger, in order only to ſupply them 
with Bread from Heaven, would (he firmly 
truſted) come in to his Relief. And, lo! the 
Succeſs ſoon anſwer'd his ExpeQation ; for the 
bleſſed Angels came and miniſtered unto him, 
ver. 11. And let thus much ſuffice for the 


* Explanation of the Words themſelves. 1 am 


now, 


Secondly, To ſhew what are the doctrinal 
Points to be learned from them, which J 
conceive to be theſe following: (1.) That 
Mankind in general, and every individual 
Man in particular, are the undoubted Objects 
of God's providential Care in the great Govern- 
ment of Things. (2.) That it is nevertheleſs 
conſiſtent both with the Honour and Goodnets 
of God, as King and Governor of the World, 
to ſuffer particular Men upon certain Occaſions 
to fall into ſevere Want and Indigence. 
(3.) That how great ſoe ver the Wants of 


particular Perſons may at any Time chance to 


be, yet, if they are not wanting to themſelves, 
God will fo far interpoſe in their behalf, as 
that they ſhall not, thro' the mere Circumſtances 
of their Caſe, or Deſtitution of what is barely 

neceſſary 
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neceſſary to Life, inevitably periſh : Unleſs 
to ſerve ſome ſecret Purpoſes of his all-wiſe 
Providence, God 1s pleaſed to demand that 
Life by Famine, which he might otherwiſe 
have taken, without the leaſt Injuſtice, by yet 
ſeverer Methods. 

The 1/7 is, that Mankind in general, and 
every individual Man in particular, are the 
undoubted Objects of God's providential Care 
in the great Government of Things. 

God is the common Parent, as well as the 
King and Governor of Mankind. We are not 
his Subjects only, but his Of5pring. Accord- 
ingly we are directed by our Bleſſed Saviour, 
to addreſs ourſelves to him under the moſt 
tender and endearing Relation of a Father. 
And if it is juſtly eſteemed the moſt inhuman 
Cruelty in an earthly Parent to caſt off all Care 
and Concern for his helpleſs Children; ſurely 
to ſuppoſe the great God and Father of all, 
Epheſ. iv. 6. to be guilty of it, muſt be (if 
any thing can be ſo) to charge God fooliſhly. 
Shall he, the Lord God, gracious and merciful, 
abundant in Goodneſs, be after all repreſented 
as Jeſs loving and affectionate than our very 
felves? If we, tho being evil, know how 10 
give good Gifts to our Children, Luke xi. 13. 
how ſhall not our heavenly Father, who is 
Love and Goodneſs itſelf, give his Holy Spirit 
(even all Things that pertain to Life and 
Godlineſs) to them that ask him? 2 Pet. i. 3. 
Of all the ſenſeleſs vain Conceits that Atheiſm 
and Irreligion have in any Age alledged in its 

Defence, 
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Defence, that which ſuppoſes the Care of the 
World to be inconſiſtent with the /Jappineſs of 
God, may well paſs for the moſt extraordinary. 
For, not to inſiſt on the infinite Knowledge, 
Power, and Wiſdom of God, (in Virtue of 
which he, who is the Creator of the Ends of 
the Earth, fainteth not, neither is weary, II. 
xl. 28.) ask the tender and indulgent Parent, 
whether the Pleaſure that attends her Care and 
Sollicitude for her ſucking Infant, be not real and 
affecting? Nay, whether in Fact ſhe were not 
leſs happy without what we account a Trouble? 
Let this be applied, and then fee the Conſe- 
quence : Will it not be in Effect the ſame as 
the holy Prophet has already drawn for us 
upon a like Occaſion, to the expreſs Advantage 
of the divine Goodneſs in the Caſe? Cana Ho- 
man forget her ſacking Child, that ſhe ſhould 
not have Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb ? 
Tea, they. may forget {ſome ſuch unnatural 
M reiches there have been in the World); yet 
will not I forget thee, Iſa. xlix. 15. Tully, 
that great Maſter of Reaſon among the Hea- 
then, has in more Places than one frongly 
aſſerted the Notion of a Providence, without 
the leaſt Scruple extending it even to Indivi- 
duals. Thus in one Place, Nec vero Uni- 
e verſo generi Hominum ſolùm, ſed etiam 
& fingulis a Diis Immortalibus Conſuli & Pro- 
« videri ſolet.“ And, in another Place, 
Stabit illud quidem, quod locum hunc con- 
A tinet de quo agimus, eſſe Deos, & eorum 
« Proyidentia Mundum Adminiſtrari, coſdem- 
5 E « que 
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«que Conſulere rebus Humanis, nec ſolùm 
„Univerſis, verum etiam Singulis, de Nasr. 
Deor. lib. ii. De Divinat. lib. i. Each of which 
Paſſages, ſingly taken, carries in it a clear and 
expreſs Acknowledgment, not only that zhere * 
is a divine Providence preſiding over the Con- 
cerns of Men in general, but eyen over thoſe 
of particular Per/ons alſa ; which amounts to 
little leſs than that of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
that the very Hairs of our Head are all num- 
bered. And ſince we are fallen upon theſe 
Words of our Saviour, what can be a fronger 
Proof of the concurrent Senfe of the New 
Teſtament in this Matter, than the very Paſlage 
from whence they are taken? Are not tuo 
Sparrows ſold for a — and one of them 

all not fall on the Ground without your Father ? 
But the very Hairs of your — all num- 
bered Fear ye not therefore ; ye are of more 
Value than many Sparrows, Matt. x. 29, Cc. 
Which Words, tho' principally applied to the 
Apoſtles, in order to ſtrengthen them for the 
Combat they were ſoon to be engaged in, yet 
in the general Reaſoning of them, muſt be 
allowed to extend not to every Chriſtian only, 
but to every Man, to ſay nothing of the more 
valuable Part eyen of the Animal Creation. 
And let thus much ſufficeo have been obſerved 
as to the firſt Particular under this Head of my 
Pifcourſe, The 

The 24 is, That it is nevertheleſs conſiſtent 
both with the Honour and Goodneſs of God, 
as King and Governor of the World, to ſuffer 


particular 


ee 
* 


[ 27 ] 
be, ee Men, upon oertain Occaſions, to fall 
ſeyere Want and Indigence. | 
Plenty, like other temporal Bleſſings, as 
Health, Beauty, and the like, is not ab/olutely, 
and in the Natute of the Thi , necefſary to 
Man's Happineſs. A Man's Life confifteth not 
in the Abundance of the Things which he poſ- 
feſſeth, Luke xii. 15. i. e. A \"Man may live, 
and be happy without them : More happy, if 
the greateſt and moſt illuſtrious Virtues can 
make him ſo, than with them. Fulneſs, or 
an Abundance of all Things, gives no Occa- 
fion or Opportunity for thoſe paſſrve Qualities 
to exert themſelves, which have adorned the 
Perſons, and endeared the Memories of their 
renowned Heroes to the lateſt Poſterity. 
hich, think we, when all Things are well 
confidered, was the more happy, he who was 
.cloathed in Parple, and f 838 y every 
Day? Luke «vi. 10. Or he who was laid at his 
Gate, ver. 20. full of Sores, and deſiring to be 
fed with the Crumbs which fell from the rich 
Man's Table? ver. 21. If any Judgment can 
de formed from the reſpective Allotments to 
the one and the other 2 this Life, one would 
conclude, that this poſſeſſed his Soul in Patience 
and Contentment, neither repining at his own, 


nor envying the Eſtate of others; praiſing God 


for that ſmall Share of Health and Subſiſtence 
that he enjoy d, not murmuring on Account 
of what he enjoy' d not: Whilſt the orher, 
truſting in his Riches, and deſpiſing others, 


Barger the Hand that gave them, living in all 
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manner of Riot and Exceſs, and abuſed the 
Bounty of Heaven to the worſt Purpoſes. 
Now, ſuppoſing this to be the Cafe, I will not 
imagine that any ſerious thinking Perſon ſhould 
be long at a Loſs to determine in this Matter. 
A quiet Conſcience, and a contented Mind, ate 
certainly to be preferr'd to the greateſt Afflu- 
ence without them. Godlineſs with Content- 
ment is great Gain, 1 Tim. vi. 6. Thus far 
therefore, neither the Honour nor the Gcod- 
neſs of God can ſuffer the leaſt Diminution in 
this reſpect. But if it ſhall farther appear, 
that by the witharawing of theſe temporal 
Things, of themſclves unneceſſary to our Hap- 
pineſs, God is wont to work even very, gracious 
Ends of his good Providence for our  Advan- 
tage, he will then be more fully juſtified in 
his Doings, and clear when he is judged. 
And if we conſider this Matter in a way of 
Diſcipline, very great and good Reaſons may 
be ſuggeſted from zhence for a Procedure of 
this kind: Has not the Party concern'd abuſed 
the Favours of a kind and Indulgent Provi- 
dence, and is thereby treaſuring up unto him- 


ſelf the hotteſt Vengeance at the Hands of 
injured and offended Goodneſs ? Has he not 
ſacrificed unto his Net, and burned Incenſe to 


his Drag, becauſe by them his Portion was fat, 
and his Meat plenteous? Heb. i. 16. Has he not 


made Gold his Hope, and ſaid to the fine Gold, 
Thou art my Confidence? Has he not rejoiced be- 


cauſe bis Wealth was great, and becauſe his Hand 
had gotten much ſob xxxi. 24,25. Theſe doubtleſs 
8 are 
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are Iniquities to be puniſhed by the Judge, 


ver. 28. And it would argue a kind of Re- 
miſneſs, or even Unkindne/s towards the Sinner, 
ſhould he not chaſtiſe and reſtrain them. And 
what more proper Method to reduce theſe Ex- 
orbitances, than the withdrawing the innocent, 
but unhappy, Occaſions of them? By this Means 
many Vices will be check'd, and Virtues encou- 
raged ; inſtead of the Thorn ſhall come up the 
Fir-tree, and inflead of the Brier ſhall come up 
the Myrtle-tree, Iſa. Iv. 13. Inſtead of an un- 
grateful Abuſe of God's Favours, ſhall ſucceed a 
thankful Acknowledgment, and a wiſe Improve- 
ment of them; inſtead of Pride and Self-ſuffict- 
ency, , Humility and a reſpeQtul Dependence 
upon God's Providence; inſtead of Cynfidence 
in the uncertain Riches and Poſſeſſions of this 
World, Truſt in God, he Rock of our Salva- 
tion, Pſal. Ixxxix. 26. and our Refuge, xlvi. 1. 
And if theſe are the bleſſed Eyes of God's 
Chaſtiſements (and it is but natural they ſhould 
be ſo) may we not all pronounce with Eliphas 
in the Book of Job, Behold, happy is the Mau 
whom God corretteth ? v. 17. Eſpecially if we 
remember in the 

3d Place, That how great ſoever the Wants 
of particular Perſons may at any Time chance 
to be, yer, if they are not wanting to them ſelves, 
God will fo far interpoſe in their Behalf, as 
that they ſhall not through the mere Circum- 
ſtances of their Caſe, or Deſtitution of what 
is barely neceſſary to Life, inevitably periſh ; 
. unieſs to ſerve ſome ſecret Purpoſes of his = 
wiſc 
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wiſe Providence, God is pleaſed to demand that 
Life by Famine, which he might otherwiſe 
have taken, without the leaſt Injuſtice, by yet 
ſeverer Methods. 


It is by virtue of God's univerſal Sovereignty, - 


as Maker and Governor of the World, that he 
maketh poor, and maketh rich, that be bringeth 
avwn, and Tifteth np, 1 Sam. ii. 7. Nor will his 
W3/dom, or his Gvndneſi, ſuffer us to doubt 
but that all his Diſpenſations of this Kind are 
in every View yu and right: Inſomuch that 
could but a ſingle Inſtance be brought in the 
commun Courſe of Things of a Man's having 


periſhed for Want of the mere Nece//aries of 


Life, without any Fault or Neglect of his on, 
I ſhould think it a fronger Argument againſt a 
particular Providence, than all that has been 
advanced by the acuteſt Pens of Atheiſts and 
Epicureans to this very Day. I fay, in the 
common Courſe of Things, i. e. without a ma- 
nifeſt Token of an eſpecial Fudgment from God 
upon the Party concerned. For Famine is one 
of God's fore Fudgments, (as he is pleaſed em- 
phatically to call them, Exod. xiv. 21.) by 
which, to ſerve the wiſe Purpoſes of his Go- 
'vernment, he cats off” Man and Beaff, as the 
Occaſions and Ends of his Difciphne require. 
But this one particular Caſe apart, (which may 
be looked upon as a Point of mere Prerogative, 
ſeldom put in U/e but upon extraordinary Oc- 
caſions the General Rule holds good: That 
'« noone particular Perſon of the whole Fami- 


« ly of Mankind, has at any Time need to de- 


« ſpair 
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% ſpair of what is barely neceſſary for his Sub- 
« en (only fuppoſi A oat hv has 
en, nor ſhall be wanting to * 
« the watchful Care and Protection o 
« ordinary Providence ; or, if he fail of Re- 
lief from ordinary Means, ſome ſecret Method, 
ſomething unforeſeen and unlook'd for, ſome 
Word proceeding out of the Mouth of God, ſhall 
uphold and ſupport him : So that one Way 
or other, he ſhall ſtill be ſafe ; and may boldly 
ſay with the bleſſed Pſalmiſt, ' The Lord 5s my 
Shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing, Pſal. xxiii. 
1. He ſhall feed me in a green Paſture, and lead 
me forth beſide the Waters of Comfort, v. 2. Yea 
though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, I — yo 92 thou oo with 
me, thy Rod a ort me, v . 
loving Kinaveſs — Mercy roy fol follow v me al 
Days 7 my Life, v. 6. ſhalt prepare a 
Table for me, and my Cu + ſhall be fal. v. 5. 
And thus have I done with the three Points of 
Inſtruction from my Text. I now proceed to 
apply what has been ſaid, and fo conclude. 


7 


1. In all our Straits and Difficulties let our 
full Truſt be in God's Mercy. He who made us, 
will moſt undoubtedly preſerve us. Let not 
the meaneſ}, or moſt indigent, of his Subjects, 
think himſelf beneath the Notice of fo impar- 
tially tender and vigilant à Sovereign. Let not 
the moſt helpleſs or deſtitute of his Children de- 
{pair of Snecour from the moſt indulgent of Pa- 


rents. 
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rents, And let not the Creature diſtruſt the 
Care and Proyidence of its Creator. For (as 
the Author of the Book of Wiſdom argues upon 
the Caſe, xi. 24, Kc.) Thou loveſt all Things 
that are, and abhorreft nothing which. thou haſt 
made for never wouldſt thou have made any 
Thing, if thou hadſt hated it. And how could any 
Thing have endured, if it had not been thy Mill? 
or been preſerved, if not called by the? But 
thou ſpareſi all : for they are thine, O Lord, 
thou. Lover of Souls. And the ſame elegant and 
inſtructive Writer, ſpeaking of that miraculous 
Proviſion to, which my Text originally refers, 
has the/e,remarkable Expreſſions, xvi. 20, &c. 
Thon feddeſt thine own People with Angels: Food, 
and didſi fend them from Heaven Bread prefa- 
red without their Labour, able to content every 
Man's Delight, and agreeing to every Taſte. 
For thy Suſtenance declared thy Sweetneſs unto 
thy Children, and jerving to the Appetite of the 
Eater, tempered. itſelf to every Man's liking. 
—— That thy Children, O Lord, ' whom thou 
loveſt, might know, that it is not. the growing 
of Fruits that nouriſheth Man; but that it ts 
thy Word which preſerveth them that put their 
Tru in thee. And though Miracles indeed are 
not now to be depended on, yet is Truſt in 
God as much a Duty as ever, and always muſt 
be ſo, as long as the Relations of the Crea- 
tor and his Creatures ſubſiſt in the World. Ae 
who turneth the Hearts of Kings as the Rivers 
of Waters, Prov. xxi. 1. is able to ſupport us 
without the Help of Miracles, without * 

| the 
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the Courſe of Nature, or breaking in upon the 
eſtabliſhed Rules and Orders of Natural Cauſes; 
ſecretly inclining, and powerfully influencing 
the Wills of Men to do us good, and giving 
his holy Angels Charge over us to keep us in all 
our Mays, Pal. xci. 11. So that though we 
may not from the Inſtance referred to in my 
Text, or.from any other Inſtance of God's ex- 
traordinary Diſpenſations towards his own Peo- 
ple under the O/d Teſtament, conclude that he 
will at any time interpoſe by Miracle for our 
Preſeryation ; we may however ſecurely de- 
pend, that he will ſo order the unruly Wills 
and Affections of ſinful Men, as that all Things 
Hall fo far work together for our Good, that we 
be not in the End aſhamed of repoſing ourſelves 
on his Guardianſhip and Protection. Thus 
much, and 20 mare, the Application of my 
Text ſeems neceſſarily to inſer; ſince our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour rejects the Propoſal of relieving 
himſelf by Miracle, at the ſame Time that he 
takes this Declaration of the holy Penman to 
his Comfort, which, though in its reſtrained 
Senſe it had an immediate Regard to thoſe mi- 
taculous Supplies in the Wilderneſs, is yet in 
its more general Acceptation to be applied to 
all Men, in all Circumftances, and under all 
Diſpenſations ; it being univerſally true, at all 
Times, ſo true as that it cannot poſſibly. be ozber- 
wiſe, that Man does not live by Bread alone, but 
by every Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth 
F God. Bread, or the ordinary Means of Sub- 
ſiſtence, is no doubt the Git oſ God, and 14 

. F 18 
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his Bleſſing is made effectual to the End it is 
deſigned for; but in ſome Caſes God has per- 
emptorily declared, that he will even curſe 
our Bleſſings, Mal. ii. 2. So far is Bread alone 
from being able to ſuſtain us. This, by the way, 
ſeems to have been the Foundation of that an- 
cient and pious Uſage, not yet (it's hoped) 
quite exploded among us, of begging the Bleſ- 
ſing of God upon our Tables without which, 
for any Thing that is in «s to the contrary, 
they might prove but Snares unto us, and in- 
ſtead of ſerving for our Health, be unto us an 
Occaſion of Falling. But they are ſanitified by 
the Word of God, and Prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 5. 
—— But to return from this Digreſſion. Al- 
though then we may not depend upon Mira- 
cles for our Support, yet we may, and muff, 
in all our Difficulties, repoſe our Confidence 
in God's good Providence, leaving the Means 
and Manner of- our Deliverance to him, the 

Depths 7 the Riches of whoſe Wiſdom are un- 
Fearchable. He who feedeth the young Ravens 
that call upon him, who but openeth his Hand 
and filleth all Things living with Plenteouſneſs, 
has ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee, Heb. xiii. 5. And on this Word of God's 
Promiſe, we ſhould all moſt thankfully depend. 
For the Word of his Power, to which my 
Text ſo particularly refers, will always inter- 
poſe to make that of his Promi/e effectual to 
us. Has he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? Has 
be ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? Num. 
xxili. 10. He, by-whoſe Word the Heavens and 
Bert the 
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the Earth were made, and all the Hoſt of them 
by the Breath of his Mouth, is not leſs power- 
ful to /ave, than he was at firſt fo create them. 

2dly, and laſtly ; Let us not too haſtily ab- 
ſolve . ourſelves from our Obligations to the 
great Duty of Abſtinence, ſo particularly re- 
commended to us by our Bleſſed Lord's Ex- 
ample in this Paſſage of Holy Scripture, by 
Pretences taken from the Danger it threatens 
to our Life and Health. 

He ſhall deliver thee in Six Troubles (ſays the 
Temanite) yea, in Seven there ſhall no Evil touch 
thee. In Famine he ſhall redeem thee from 
Death, Job v. 19, 20. Much more then in thoſe 


ſhort Seaſons of Abſtinence preſcribed by the 


Church, in Conformity to that moſt perfect 
Pattern which himſelf has been pleaſed to ſet 
us for our Imitation. There are indeed few In- 
ſtances of Duty in which the carwal Mind, 
which is Enmity againſ} God, does not interpoſe 
with ſpecious and vain Pretences to take us off 
from the due Performance of them. Want of 
Time and Leiſure is pleaded for our Indevotion : 
The Badneſs of the Times, or the Care of our 
Families, for the Want of Charity: Ill Health, 
and a tender Conſtitution, in Abatement of our 
Obligations to Faſting and Abſtinence : and 
the like. And by this Means, to pray without 
ceaſing ; to give Alms of ſuch Things as we have, 
Luke xi. 41. Jo keep under our Bodies, and 
bring them into SubjefFion, 1 Cor. ix. 27. are 


too often evaded, as Duties that carry with them 


A general Obligation indeed, but which cannot 
F 2 be 
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be ſuppoſed to extend to Perſons under our 


rticular Circumſtances, which render them 
to us (ſo we love to perſuade ourſelves) anne- 
ceſſary and impratFicable. But is it thus we uſe 
to argue in Matters of common Concernment 
between Man and Man? Will any one ſay, 
That becauſe he finds himſelf incapable of diſ- 
charging his Obligations to his Neighbour in 
that exact and perfect Manner that he ought to 
do, that therefore he is no longer obliged to do 
it to the utmoſt of his Power ? Shall what he 
is in Truth anable to perform, be pleaded in 
Excuſe for what he can do? And yet this is 
the very Caſe now before us. We lie under 
many great and ſolemn Obligations to this Duty 
of Abſtinence (a Duty 1 muſt ftill have leave 
to call it, however obſolete and neglected it may 
be) : For we have not only the Example of 
our Blefſed Saviour to invite us to it, but alſo 
his moſt expreſs Directions when and how to 
perform it; hen ſhall they faſt, Matth. ix. 15. 
When ye faſt, be not as the Hypocrites, Mat. vi. 
16. and the like. The Apoſtles have not only 
left us their Practice to direct us in this Reſpect, 
Ads xiv. 23. 2 Cor, vi. 5, 11, 27+ but have 
even intimated the particular U/es and Benefits 
that attend it; I keep under my Body, and bring 
it into Subjection, 1 Cor. ix. 27. The Primitive 
Chriſtians were not only eminent Patterns in 
this kind themſelves, but by the ſtricteſt Ca- 
nons and Conſtitutions in this behalf, did what 
in them lay, to entail the Mortification which 
themſelves practiſed, on their lateſt Poſterity. 
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And in Conformity to this Diſcipline, our Holy 
Mother, the Church of England, formed after 
the Model of the Antiquity, recommends 
to all her Children the frequent and pious Uſe 
of this holy Inſtitution. And ſhall it be thought 
, 3} ſufficient to clude the Force of theſe many 
Obligations, to ſay, Our Health will not permit 
1 to comply with them? Surely there are 
Degrees of Abſtinence, and provided it be 
practiſed in ſuch fort as to produce the End 
propoſed by it, no one will diſpute with them 
the particular Meaſure which they find it ne- 
ceſſary to accompliſh it by. For if ye through 
3 the Spirit do mortify the Deeds 2 Body, ye 
hall live, Rom. viii. 13. 
| To conclude : As an humble Confidence on 
God's Goodneſs is a Frame of Mind at all times 
neceſſary, ſo particularly in the Uſe of thoſe 
Means, which his Wiſdom has directed for the 
better regulating. and improving our Minds. 
It is in vain to talk of our Dependence upon 
God, and at the ſame Time to excuſe our- 
ſelves from any Part of our Duty by ſuch 
Pretences as argue a manifeſt Difiruſi of his 
Care and Concern for us. Let us go on with 
Zeal and Prudence in the Diſcharge of our 
Duty, and leave the reſt to God ; committing 
the keeping of our Souls to him in well-doing, 
3 45 unto a faithful Creator, 1 Pet. iv. 19. 
q To whom, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Three 
4 Perſons, but one ever-bleſſed Lord God, be Glory 


and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, now aud 
evermore. Amen. 


S E R- 


M a r. IV. Part of Ver. 7. 
—Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 


The whole Verſe runs thus : 


Jeſus ſaid unto him, It is awritten again, 
T hou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 


HE Tempter having failed, (as we 
have ſeen above) in his fr Aſſault 
upon our Bleſſed Saviour, and know- 

ing probably that he had but a ſhort 
Time, inſtantly proceeds in the Verſe before 
my Text to renew his Attack, and that with 
all the Skill and Dexterity that can well be 
imagined ; addreſſing himſelf to him with all 
that Deceivableneſ5 of Unrighteouſneſs, in which 
he is ſo great a Maſter. Jf then (ſays he) thou 
art the Son of God, let it be a «Pro of th 2 
ſo, that hat rhou caft thy rom this 
Pinack ; ſhew by this rl of thine ws 
ou 
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thou art in Truth that Favourite of Heaven 
which thou haſt been declared to be: There can 
be no real Hurt or Danger in the Experiment: 
For it is written, He ſhall give his Angels charge 
concerning thee, and in their Hands they ſhall 
bear thee up, left at any time thou daſh thy Foot 
againſt a Stone. In Anſwer to this Supgetion, 
thus artfully preſſed, and even plauſibly ſup- 
ported from God's Word, our Bleſſed Lord 
(teaching us by the way the ſafeß and moſt 
excellent Method of interpreting Soripture, 
namely, the comparing one Text or Teſtimony 
of it with another gives him this very apt and 
pertinent Rebuke in the Verſe of my Text ; 
Feſus ſaid unto him, It is written again, Thou 
ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. In ſpeaking 
farther to which Words, I ſhall endeavour, 


I. To ſhew the genuine Meaning or Im- 
port of the Words themſelves. And then, 
II. To enforce from them the particular 
Truth, or Doctrine, contained in them. 


I. I am to ſhew what is the genuine Mean- 
ing or Import of the Words themſelves, Thou 
Malt not tempt the Lord thy God. | 

The Verb naehe, which we render Tempt, 
ſignifies to make 77ial of, and is very variouſly 
applied in Holy Scripture. Where it is applied 
to Things, it means no more than barely to 
attempt, or endeayour to doa Thing. And as 
it regards Perſons, it is either taken in a good 
Senſe, as when God himſelf is ſaid to tempt his 


moſs 
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moſt faithful Servants, which Divines call Ten- 
tatio Probationis ; or elſe in an ill one, and is 
called Tentatio Suggeſtionis and Seductiouis: in 
which latter Senſe, the Devil is called (Verſe 
the third of this Chapter) by way of Eminence, 
0 reid co, the Tempter. The wo Members of 


which Diſtinction are clearly illuſtrated by St, 


James, cap. i. ver. 12t and 13t, Bleſſed is the 
Man, (ſays he) that endureth Temptation : for 
when he is tried, he ſhall receive the Crown 

Life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them that 
love him. But let no man jay, when he is tempt- 
ed, (viz. in the i Senſe of that Expreſſion) 7 
am tempted of Gd for God cannot be tempted 
with Evil, neither tempteth he any Man to it. 
Diferent yet from all theſe, (for we have juſt 


been told that God cannot be tempted with Evil, 


at leaſt in the ſame Senſè as Men are uſed to be 
tempted with it) is that Uſe of the Word, very 


frequent both in the Old and New Teſtament, 
by which God Almighty is ſaid 2% be tempted 


by us his Creatures; and that in Thee two ſe- 
veral Reſpects: Either when we ſuffer our- 
ſelvesto doubt of his Providence, and ſo interpre- 
tatively call for a particular Manifeſtation of it 
in any Inſtance ; or, when we preſume too far 
2 it, and expect a divine Interpoſition to 

pport us in an anwarrantable Dependence on 


it. In one caſe, we unreaſonably call upon 


him for a Miracle to cure our Donbts; in the 
other, to concur with our ill- grounded and 
preſumptuous Hopes. The Crime, in both theſe 
Cales, is materially the /ame, namely, the call- 


* 


— 


0 


ing 
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ing upon God for ſome extraordinary Manife- 


0 ſtation of his Power and Providence, merely 


to gratify our own private Humours or Ca- 
prices; although the Principles or Paſſions, 


from which it proceeds, are various, In both 
however we are very properly ſaid to tempt, or 
to make Trial of his Providence. And this te- 
fold Acceptation of it will beſt be ſeen by com- 
* paring theſe Words of St. Matthew with the 


Text in Deuteronomy from whence they are 
taken. The Words in Deuteronomy run thus : 
Ze ſhall not tempt the Lord your God, as ye tempt= 
ed him in Mafſah, cap. vi. 16. Now the Tem 

tation of Mb, as it is particularly recorded 
in the Book of Exodus, was the chiding of the 
People at Rephidim for Want of Water to 
which Moſes replies, Why chide you with me d 
Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord © cap. xvii. 2. 
And to perpetuate the Memory of ſo ungrate- 
ful a Return for the many extraordinary Pro- 
vidences which at that time were even hourly 
vouchſafed them, he called the Name of the 
Place Maſſah and Meribab, (lays the Hiſtory) 
becauſe of the chiding of the Children of Iſrael, 
and becauſe they tempted the Lord, ſaying, Is the 
Lord among us, or not? ver. 7. From whence 
it appears, that the Nature of i Temptation 
conſiſted in a criminal Di/ſ/ruf# of the Favour 
and Protection of that good Providence, which 
had hitherto ſo often made bare its Arm in 
their Deliverance. This is to tempt the Lord 
as they tempted him in Maſſah. But the Caſe 
in the Context to which our Bleſſed Saviour ap- 
2 plies 
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plies the Words before us, is a Matter of Pre- 
ſumption, and not of Deſpair; the Words as 
we have before explained them, being an An- 
ſwer to that inſidious Advice of the Tempter, 
to caſt himſelf down from a Pinacle of the 
Temple, in Confidence that the Holy Angels, 
who have the conſtant Care and Guardianſhip 
of God's Children, would protect him from the 
Danger and ill Conſequences of his Preſump- 
tion. 71 ſaid unto him, It is written again, 
T hou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. So that 
in the Language of Holy Scripture we are ſaid 
to tempt God 7heſe two different Ways; either 
by a groundleſs Diſſruſt of his wonted Care 
and Providence over us, or, by a preſumptuous 
Dependence on him for ſuch extraordinary Aſſi- 
ſtances as he has no- where given us any Reaſon 
to expect. The Words of the Text being thus 
far explained, I ſhall endeavour 1n the 

24 Place, To recommend to your Practice 
ſuch a Truſt in God as may conſiſt with the 


Uſe of all prudent and /awful Means for our 
own Preſervation ; in Oppoſition to that un- 


warrantable and preſumttuous Dependence on 
him, which, as we have ſeen, is fo particu- 
larly reproved by them. And the better to 
clear the way for this Deſign, I ſhall, in the 
fir ſi place, endeavour to ſhew the Truth of zhis 
general Propoſition : (viz.) * That God Al- 
* mighty, in the ordinary Courſe of his Di- 
“vine Providence, deals with all his Creatures 
in ſuch a Manner as is ſuitable to their re- 
« ſpective Natures; or, in other Words, as 

| | % con- 


3 


= * conſidering them to be what in Truth they 
are. 

— | Z When the great Author of all Things ſpake 

e the World into Being, he endowed each Rank 

% or Diſtinction of Creatures in it with ſuch Ca- 

A 


* irie or Powers, as he foreknew would be 
P nece ary ro their Preſervation. It was not agree- 
able to his Goodneſs to annihilate, or, which 


* 
„ had been in effect the ſame, to refuſe his Con- 
g ö currente with them in order to continue them 
WW 3 

in a Condition which his own voluntary Grace 
d x 
=» i and Motion had called them to; nor perhaps 
e | was it ſnitable to his #i/dom to be every Mo- 


ment interpoſing in a vi#ble Manner for their 
JT Support and Continuance. It was enough in 
4 Won that ſuch and ſuch Cauſes ſhould in the 
3 Courſe of Things produce their regular E/*&#s ; 
YZ which being once firmly ſettled from the Foun- 
dation of the World, might, with the ordinary 
Concurrence of God's Care and Providence, 
ſerve to all the common Purpoſes of Life and 
Action. And they continue this Day according 
to his Ordinance, Pfal. cxix. 91. Hence it is, 
that by a kind of friendly Conſpiracy among 
the jarring, and even oppoſite, Qualities both 
Jof Things and Seaſons, the vegetative World 
receives through its Pipes and Conduits thoſe 
conſtant Supplies of Nouriſhment and Increaſe, 
with which it again feeds and ſupports the 
Anina bringing forth Graſs for the Cattle, 
and green Herb for the Service of Man, Pl. civ. 
14. Yet fo, as that both the one and the other 
muſt reſpedtiyely exert certain natural and 
$ G 2 innate 


441 


innate Powers of their own in order to partake 
of what the Bounty of Heaven thus indulgently 
provides for them. When he gives it them, they 
gather it, Pſ. civ. 28. Let not Men then expect 
to be fed by Ravens, (as Elijah was) or to eſcape 
unhurt from the Midſt of ſuch Dangers as their 
own voluntary Choice, or Preſumption, has 
expoſed them to. ©& Aſſiſtance (as a noble Hi- 
ſtorian elegantly ſpeaks) “ is to be implored 
from Heaven itſelf with Hands held up to 
join Endeavour to the Vow z in Imitation of 
„ the Mariner, who at once has the Helm in 
« his Hand, and his Eyes on the Stars.” Had 
Man been made a Being altogether helpleſs, 
deſtitute of all Power and Ability to ſerve him- 
ſelf, there can be no Doubt but his {ſhares 
had been every way proportionate to his Ne- 
ceſſuties z, even as the Lilies of the Field toil not, 
neither ſpin, yet our heavenly Father cloatheth | 
them, Mat. vi. 28, 30. Whereas, as Matters 
now ſand, he has not only the Powers and Ca- 
pacities of the Mind to adviſe and direct him, but 
thoſe of the Body too, to execute whatſoever his 
Counſel determines before to be done. Endowed 
with 7he/e Faculties, Man is ſent upon the Stage 
of this World, a World furniſhed with all Va» 
rieties both for Comfort and Convenience, with 
Freedom ſufficient to enjoy, and Power to pro- 
tee himſelf in the Enjoyment of it. And he 
who neglef7s himſelf in theſe Circumſtances, 
and hopes to be ſupported by other Methods 
than God and Nature thus indulgently chalk Þ 
out to him, not only defeats the * 4 | 
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God, as his King and Governor, but arro- 
gantly diſputes his Right of Creation too, and 


ſays to him that formed him, Why haſt thou made 


me thus? Rom. ix. 20. And thus much being 
premiſed, I hope in what follows to make appear, 


(1.) That an humble Truſt in God's Care and 
Providence over us, is the indiſpenſable Duty 
of every Man, and more eſpecially of every 
Chriſtian. But that, | 

(2.) A preſumptuous Dependence on his Good- 
neſs for Deliverance either from thoſe Wants 
or Dangers, which by our own voluntary 
Choice we have brought uton our ſelves, is a Be- 


| haviour altogether unwarrantable, both as we 


are Men, and as we are Chriſtians. 


(1.) Then, That an humble Truſt in God's 
Care and Providence over us, is the indiſpen- 
ſable Duty of every Man, and more eſpecially 
of every Chriſtian. : 

There is not a more general or acknowledged 
Truth, than that Man is inſufficient to project 
or to ſecure his own Happineſs, We every Mo- 
ment feel and experience it in our os Perſons, 
and as often ſee and lament it in others, And 
this being the Caſe, it is but natural for us to 
reaſon with ourſelves to this Effect: That 
& as it was not in our own Power to cauſe our- 
« ſelves to be, nothing being able to produce 
&« or make itſelf, 10 it may well be hoped, that 
&« the ſame Goodneſs to which we owe our Life 
« and Breath, will with them allo freely give 

cc us 
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. us all /ach Things as are neceſſary to ſupport 
« «5 in the Enjoyment of them. This is but 
a juſt and reaſonable Expectation; and the 
Want of it argues an ungrateful Diffidence and 
Diftruſt in that Almighty Being, who hath 
made all Things, and by whom all Things con- 
#ft, Col. i. 17. Indeed an humble Confidence 
in God's Aſfiſtance, is but the natural and im- 
mediate Ee of a Belief of his Providence: 
Nay, (if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) is 
itſelf a practical Confeſion of that great and 
important Truth; becauſe by ſuch an avow'd 
Truſt or Dependence on him, we act /ike Men 
that are perſuaded of his Care and Providence 
in the World. And this Tr«/# has ever been 
the true Foundation of that Devotion, as well 
publick as private, which Men of all Religions 
have agreed to pay to their Gods. Thoſe 
amongſt the ancient Heathen, who were moſt 
in earneſt in Matters of Religion, were very 
clear and expreſs in their Belief of a Providence ; 
yea, even of what we call a particular Provi- 
dence, or that which principally reſpects par- 
ticular 'Men. And what a remarkable Degree 
of Superſtition they were led to by it, is in- 
deed an humbling Conſideration ; and only 
ſhews how unable the be//-1mprov'd Reaſon is, 
without the particular Guidance and Aſſiſtance 
of divine Grace, to judge of Things heavenly 
and ſpiritual. Hence it was, that even the 
moſt common Occurrences in Nature, nay, the 
moſt minute and trifling Cifcumſtances in ſuch 
Occurrences, as #he Flight of Birds, either to 
LE the 
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the Right Hand or to the Leſt, were taken by 
them in à religious View, and were look'd upon 
as the moſt expreſs Encouragements or Dehor- 
tations from Heaven, as to whatever they pro- 
poſed to take in hand. Thus much however 
may be profitably learned even from Hence; 
that a 7ruft in God is the natural Reſult of a 
Belief of his Providence ; and that however 
theſe Men of Reaſon, through the Jenorance 
that was in them, might err or miſtake in the 
Application of it, (which indeed ſeems to have 
been their great Misfortune in all their Specu- 
lations about ſuch Matters) yet were they led 
by the Light of Nature only, to conclude, 
«© That if there was a Providence, it was the 
„ Duty of every particular Man, whom they 
ce believed to be the Object of it, to do Honour 
« to it by a chearful and continual Reliance on 
« jt.” And this poſſibly was the Foundation 
oft that heroick Reſolution, which we ſo juſtly 
admire in the Character and Conduct of righ- 
teous Fob ; who, though a Deſcendant of pro- 
fane E/au, an Alien from the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and a Stranger to the Covenant of 
Promiſe, has yet left us this moſt noble Leſſon 
of paſſrve Valour, well-becoming the Heart and 
Mouth of the moſt advanced Chriſtian, Though 
he ſlay me, yet will I truft in him, Cap. xiii, 
ver. 15. And to bring the Matter yet nearer 
to ourſelves, ſuch Truſt have we, ſo many of us 
(I mean) as are in earnef in the Religion we 
profeſs, through Chriſt to Godward, 2 Cor. iii. 4. 
For, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Me are not able of 
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ourſelves ſo much as to think any thing as of our- 


© ſelves ;, but our Sufficiency is of God, ver. 5. And 
this is theConfidence that we have in him, that if 


we ask any Thing according to his Will, he hear- 
eth us, 1 John v. 14. And he who has a 7% 
Degree of Confidence than zhis in the Love 
and Merits of a crucified Saviour, is an utter 
Stranger to the Spirit and Temper of the Go- 
ſpel; which teaches us in one place, to be care- 


ful for nothing, but in every thing by Prayer 


and Supplication for what we want, with Thank/- 


giving tor what we have, 70 let our Requeſts be 


made known unto God, Phil. iv. 6. And in an- 
other, To caſt all our Care on him, becauſe he 
careth for us, 1 Pet. v. 7. And who indeed 
will ſo naturally care for our State, as that Fu- 
ther of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, 2 Cor. i. 3. 
who ſpared not his own Son, but delivered even 
him for us ? Rom. viii. 32. And if God be for 
us, who then can be againſ} us? ver. 31. 

And thus far, I think, we are in general all 
agreed ; and ſo long as the Tide is with us, and 
all calm and ſerene about us, we are ſo far 
jut to our Duty in this Matter, as at leaſt not 
to murmur or repine. The Vice we are apt 
to be betray'd into by the proud Swellings of 
a too ſucceſsful Fortune in the World, is of an- 
other Nature, (tho' in Truth as far from a 
Traft in God's Goodneſs as the former) and is 
rather an unmindful Neg/e# of him, an arro- 
gant aſſuming to ce , the Honour of our 
Succeſſes, and a Saying with Aur in theſe 
bis ſuppoſed Cireumſtances, Who is the Lord? 

Prov. 
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Prov.xxx. 9. But, alas! in the Day of Adverjity, 
or Diſtreſs, our Strength i 10 ſmall : When a chear- 
ful Truſt and Confidence in God's Goodneſs be- 
gins, if ever, to be more emphatically a Duty, 

how few are there that then lay hold of this An- 
chor of the Soul, both ſure and 7 G, and which 
alone can keep us fixed and unmoveable, 
amidſt the Ka N of a tempeſtuous 
World! How very few, that in theſè Circum- 
ſtances, eyen under all the bleſſed Advantages 
of an expreſs Revelation to confirm them in 
this Duty, can ſing with Firmneſs and Reſo- 
lution that divine Anthem! God is our Hope 
and Strength, a very preſent Help in Trouble. 
Therefore will we not fear, tho' the Earth be 
removed, and tho) the Mountains be carried 
into the midſ} a / the Sea : Tho' the Waters 
thereof roar, and be troubled , tho the Moun- 
tains ſbake with the fwellin thereof ? Pal. xlvi. 
Do we not rather, at a Zime of all others the 
moſt improper, N make Shipwreck of 
that ſtrong Conſolation which thoſe few enjoy, 
who under the Weight of their worldly Cares 
and Difficulties, fee for Refuge to lay boul « 

the Hope ſet before them ? Heb. 1v.18. Chullag 
for our 4" acer, thoſe profane Mrete hes, who — 
ing oppreſſed with Famine. ſold their God to the 
Egyptians for a Fleet of Cornu Reſting our- 
ct, ſolely in the Uſe and Aſſiſtance of out- 
ward Means, when it is God alone that gives, 
and that, when given, makes them, by his 
Bleſſing, of real Service and Advantage to us: 


Never conſidering that we are the Children. of 


H him, 


SA 

him, who after he had patiently endured, oh- 
tained the Promiſe, Heb. vi. 15. And that the 
truly Chriſtian active Hope enters (as St. Paul 
ſpeaks) into that within the Veil, whither the 
Forerunner is for us entered, even Jeſus, ver.16. 
But we defire, Brethren, that every one of you 
do fhew the ſame Diligence to the full Aſſurance 
of Hope unto the End, ver. 11, That ye be not 
Jlothful, but Followers of them, who through 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes, ver. 1 2. 
Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
ne is everlaſiing Strength, Iſa. xxvi. 4. 

ut it is ſtill to be remember d. 

(. 2.) That a preſumptuous Dependence on 

his Goodneſs for 2 Grier From thoſe 
Wants or Dapgers which by our own volun- 
tary Choice we have brought upon ourſelves, 
is a Behaviour altogether anwarrantable, 
both 'as we are Men, and as we are Chrj- 
ſtians. hp 
Nature has implanted in every Breaſt a common 
Inclination or Deſire to preſerve itſelf: And to 
ali otherwiſe, is, in the ſrongeſ Senſe of that 
Expreſſion, to be unnatural; and, almoſt without 
a Figure, to hate our own Fleſh, E ph. v. 29. 
By this Principle we are taught the Uſe of all 
proper and lawful Means, as well to ſupport 
as to defend ourſelves ; and for a Creature thus 
endow'd to neglect the Application of his own 
Faculties, and put himſelf upon new and ar- 
bitrary Terms with his Creator,not only with- 
out, but againf}, all Reaſon and ſound Senſe, 
is meanly to degrade himſelf, to make a = 
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Defection from his Kind, and put himſelf upon 
a Level with one of the Joweſ# Forms of God's 
Creation. © If a Beaſt could be ſuppoſed to 
« give up his Senſe and Activity, neglect the 
cc Calls of Hunger, and thoſe Appetites by which 
4 he, according to his Nature, is to be guided; 
« and refuſing to uſe the Powers with which 
c“ he is endued, in order to get his Food and 
« preſerve his Life, lie ſtill and expect to grow 
&« and be fed like a Plant, (they are the Words 
of a late ſolid Reaſoner in a like Point) “ this 
« would be much the ame Caſe, only nor /0 
« bad, as when a Man cancels his Reaſon in this 
Reſpect, and, as it were, ſtrives to metamor- 
„ phize himſelf into a Vegetable.” 2 
Religion of Nature, p. 170. And thus far as 
we are Men. Nor does Chriſtianity itſelf, 
however it may diſcourage a oo ſecure Con- 
fidence in the Arm of Fleſh, forbid; ſo far 
from it, that it all along /appo/es our own 
Concurrence, in a manner ſuitable to our 
Faculties, with all the Diſpenſations of God's 
Providence over us. For when we are ad- 
moniſhed in one Place, to be careful for no- 
thing, but in every Thing by Prayer and Sup- 
plication with Thankſgiving to let our Requeſts 
be made known unto God, Phil, iv. 6. and in 
another, to ſeek the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs, not doubting bur that all Things 
elſe, all Things pertaining to this Life, ſhall 
be added unto us, Mat. vi. 33. and the like; 
our ow. faithful Concurrence with the ordinary 
Methods of God's Providence over us is evi- 
Show © dently 
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dently ſuppoſed, ſince otherwiſe an honeſt and 


induſtrious Diligence in our Callings would 
ceaſe to be a Duty; and, in deſpight of the 


'4 Proverb, the Slot Tul, as well as he that tilleth 


his Land, ſhould be ſatisfied with Bread; and, 
which is more, even our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Anſwer to the Inſinuation of the Tempter in 


the Words before us had been weak and 


improper. For, upon Suppoſition that we are 
under #0 Obligation to provide for, or take 
Care of ourſelves, and that, whatever our own 


particular Conduct be, we are ſtill /afe in the 


over-ruling Providence of our great Preſerver, 
he might have caſt himſelf down from the 
Pinacle of the Temple without Fear or Hazard 
either to his Perſon, or to his Duty. Le” 

Certainly, if ever Men had a Title to a more 
than ordinary Share of the Divine Protection, 
our Bleſſed Saviour and his 4poſiles had. And 
yet we read, the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, Luke vii. 34. and ſubmitting him- 
ſelf to the common Methods of ſuſtaining 
Life ; and when he was at any time in Danger 
from the Malice of his Enemies, he walked no 
more openly among them, John vii. 1. xi. 54. 
And as it is enough for the Servant to be as his 
Maſter, Matt. x, 25. he gives it in Charge to 
his Diſciples to continue eating and drinking 


ſuch Things as were ſet before them, Luke x. 


8. And that, when they were perſecuted in one 
City, they ſhould flee unto another, Matt. x. 23. 
And our Hiſtories will tell us, that they who 
ofered themſelves to Perſecution even 1 — 
ait 
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Faith of Chriſt, were but i Lapproved by the 
Church in the pureſt Ages, And the Reaſon 
of this is certainly Good: For as every Man 
has his particular Part aſſigned him upon the 
Stage of this World, ſo no one knows for what 
ſecret Purpoſes he may be reſerved by Pro- 
vidence. It is therefore the common Duty of 
every Man ſo to acquit himſelf in Life, as 
always to preſerve a ſubmiſſive Regard to that 
ſupreme Hand which orders and conducts the 
Affairs of it: To be ever ready indeed; as 
Opportunity ſhall offer, to pay all poſſible 
Honour to his great and glorious Name, even 
at the Hazard and Expence of Life itſelf 
(and when this happened to be the Caſe, we 
have his own expreſs Word to aſſure us, that 
if any Man draw back, his Soul ſhall have no 
a ,co in him, Heb. x. 38.) : But to expoſe 
ourtelyes to voluntary Dangers, where the 
Honour of Almighty God does not immediately 
require it, either out of a vain Preſumption 
that he will be pleaſed with fuch a Free- 
will- offering at our Hands as he has no-where 
required, or that his Goodneſs will interpoſe 
for our Deliverance out of them; is no better 
than a quitting of the Stage, and deſerting the 
Part we were appointed to in Life; and is 
therefore in hoth the Inſtances of it unjuſftifiable 
and. unwarrantable. 

But (alas ! for Shame and Sorrow) how 
much more unwarrantable then, and unbe- 
coming the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, is the 
Practice of thoſe poor unhappy Wretches, 
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who for want of Courage and Reſolution to 
bear up under the Croſſes and Diſappointments 
of Life, do even calmly and deliberately lay vio- 
lent Hands upon themſelves ! By the ſame Ad 
putting themſelves out of the Service of their 
Maker, (who yet cannever tempt us above that we 
are able, 1 Cor. x. 13.) and, it is mnch to be 
feared, even out of the Reach of his Mercy too : 
This indeed is ſo very tender a Caſe, that the bare 
Mention of it in any Inſtance, is apt to ſummon 
all our Pity and Compaſſion to commiſerate 
and /ament it. But Inſtances of this kind are 
now become ſo numerous, that they ſeem rather 
to provoke our utmoſt Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence. For in truth, every Act of this kind, 
wittingly and deliberately committed, (and it is 
to be feared, the moſt indulgent Charizy muſt 
admit that this is 200 often the Caſe) is the moſt 
direct Afront to a wiſe and good Providence 
that can well be offered it. It is a fatal Com- 
plication of both thoſe kinds of tempting God, 
we have been conſidering: It begins in a ſullen 
Diſtruſt of his Care and Providence over us in 
this Life; and ends in a preſumptuous ill- 
grounded Hope of his Favour and Acceptance 
in the next. 

Is this (I would fain ask) to tarry the 
Lord's Leiſure ? Is this to be of good Courage, and 
to wait on the Lord? Pal. xxvii. Or rather, is 
it not, as much as in uslies, to defeat his Provi- 


dence, to diſpute the Terms of his Government 


with him, and to fay, in effect, with the 
wicked Citizens in the Goſpel, - We will not 


have him to reign over us? Luke xix. 14. 
| | And 
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And ſhall we. thus provoke the Lord to Joo ? 
Are we ſtronger than be? 1 Cor. x. 22. Unto 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my Soul; my God, 
Itruſt in thee: O let me not be confounded, 
neither let mine Enemies triumph. over me. For 
all they that hope in thee ſhall not be aſhamed, 
whilſt /uch as thus tranſgreſi without a Cauſe, 


ſhall be put to Confuſion, Plal. xxv, 1, &c. 


I will diſmiſs this Diſcourſe with one ſhort 
Word of Exbortation only; and it is this - 
« That we be all admoniſhed thro? the Courſe 
« and Conduct of our Lives, ever to look up 
« to God, who is the great Governor and Diſ- 
" pore of all Events; joining to our own 
« faithful and ſincere Endeavours, an humble 
« Reliance on his Care and Providence for 
« the Succeſs of them.” Not doubting but 
that, if we be not wanting to ourſelves, all 
Things will work together for Good to them 
that love him, Rom. viii. 28. We may ſecurely 
depend , that what his Goodneſs inclines, and 
his Veracity obliges him to, his Power will al- 
ways interpoſe to make effeFual to us. To 
doubt of his Care and Concern for us, is the 
ready way to forfeit his Protection. It is in 
Fact no better than to ſaſpect his Goodneſs, to 
queſtion his Power, and to disbelieve his 
Truth. And no Wonder then, if being by 
the juſt Judgment of God left to ourſelves, and 
to the mercileſs Waves of a tempeſiuous World, 
we in the End begin to ſink, and are at length 
by ſad Experience taught that zreat ; 15 
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„That Nan is only fafe in the Guardianſhip 
« and Protection of his heayenly Father.” 
And then will the poor miſtaken Wretch with 
Anguiſh and Conviction expoſiulate with him- 
ſelf, O thou of little Faith, wherefore didſt 
thou doubt? Matt. xiv, 31. This, however, 
we muſt not forget to take along with us in 
this Matter, that as we are not to de/pair, fo 
neither ought we to preſume; we are ſtill to 
conſider ourſelves as being what in Truth we 
are, and expect to be preſerved by ſuch Ways 
and Methods as God and Nature haye pre- 
ſcribed to us. Our Confidence, as our Bleſſed 
Lord's was, muſt be perfect, but prudent, ſub; 
ject to the Diſpoſition of Gad, and regulated 
by his Will. For (as a Learned Foreigner. 
moralizes upon the Text) “ we render aur-. 
« ſelves unworthy of the Protection of God, 
and of the Supports of his ordinary. Provi- 
« dence, when we create new Wants to bur- 
« ſelyes, without Neceffity, 17 contrary to 
« his Will.“ ©ueſnel on the N. Teſt. 
In fine: We Cannot cloſe our Meditations 
upon this Subject better, than in the Words 
of an eminent Caſuiſt of our own, a conſtant 
Friend to Perſpicuity and Truth; „ The 
“ Lord (ſays he) is a God of Power, and 
&« therefore can work fuch Effects as he pleaſes 
« for our Peace, without any apparent Means 
« on our Parts. But being withal à God of 
% Order, for the moſt part therefore, and in 
&« the ordinary Courſe of his Proyidence, he 
ce worketh his own Purpoſes by Second Cauſes, 
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« and ſubordinate Means. At leaſt, he has ſo 
« tied ws to the Uſe of probable Means for the 
bringing about what he has promiſed, that 
« altho' we ought to be perſuaded he can, yet 
«© we may not preſume he will work our Good 
« without our Endeavours.” Sandetſon; ſecond 


Serm. ad aulam, p. 36. 


Now anto the King Eternal, Immortal, 
Inviſible; the only wiſe G od, be Honour 
and Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 


M a T. IV. Part of Ver. 10. 


--- It is written, thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve. 

WL 

HESE Words are our bleſſed Saviour's 
Anſwer to the Laſt of thoſe Arguments 

urged by the wily Tempter, with all the De- 
ceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, to draw him 
from his Duty. When his other Inchant- 
ments fail'd him, and his ſeveral Propoſals to 
our bleſſed Maſter of throwing himſelf down 
froni the Pinacle' of the Temple, v. 5. and of 

commanting the Stones to be made Bread, v. 3. 

had mifs'd of their Succeſs, he conveys him 

up into an exceeding high Mountain, from 
whence he might ſee all the Kingdoms of the 

Warld, and the Glory of them; and ſays, All 

theſe Things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 

down and worſhip me. An alluring Bait, it 
muſt be owned ! and which, if it could have 
been purchaſed at a lets Expence than thit of 
forfeiting his Allegiance to Him, whoſe is the 
2 2 World, 
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World, and all Things therein, might have 
been enough to have ſtaggered the Reſolution 
of a mere Man, however fix'd and determined 
in his Duty. But hi, too ſoon meets with 
the ſame diſdainful Repulſe, as the Former, 
attended only with a more ſevere Rebuke, a 
Get thee hence, Satan; and has in Return theſe 
few ſignificant Words, # is written, thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
ſhalt thou ſerve. It is obſervable here, that the 
Tempter does not in his Inſtance attack our 
bleſſed Maſter, as before he had done, in the 
Words of Holy Scripture, but barely gives his 
own Word for the Performance of what he 
propoſed to him; whether the Chaſffi/ement he 
had already received from hir unerring Mouth, 
who beſt knows, and who is therefore incom- 
parably the beft Interpreter of his own Will, 
or whatever %% the Motive were, the Style, 
we fee, is quite alter'd, and he now endea- 
yours to gain his Point by mere Perſuaſjon, 
which till then he had in vain a to 
do by the Weight of Authority. But our 
Maſter (let «4s ever remember to be in this re- 
ſpe& alſo his Diſciples and Followers) ſtill 
abides by the Teft or Touchſtone of God's 
Word revealed, and from thence unanſwerably 
proves, that what was demanded of him, was 
not at any Rate, or up Terms, to be 
complied witch. Fur it is written, (lays he) 
Thon ſhalt uvnſbip bs Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt tbon ſerve. In ſpeaking farther to 
which Words, I will inquires, © . 


I 2 Firſt, 


1 


. 


Firſ;, Into the Foundation of that religions 
Worſhip which is due to God, and ſhew 
why and upon what Account it is due to 
him only. And, 
Secondly, Endeavour to expoſe the Weakneſs 
of thoſe Pretences, which have at any 
Time been made uſe of for the zransfer- 
ring any. Part of this r to the 
Creature. 


Fi irſt, Then I am to inquire into the Foun- 
dation of that religious Worſhip which is due 
to God, and ſhew why and upon what Ac- 
count it is due to him only. Now, 
Religious Worſhip is due to God as well in 
his natural as in his relative Capacity, both as 
he is God, i. e. a Being infinite in all Perfec- 
tion; and as he is the Maker, Preſeruer, and 
Governor of the World. 

1. As he is God, or a Being infinite | in all 
Perfection. 

Now by religious Warſhip we mean a thank- 
ful and deyout Acknowledgment of our Depen- 
dence upon ſome other Being, both for all we 
have, and all we hope for. For we are all 
aware (never was any one ſo vain as to affirm 
the contrary) that we are not ſufficient, of our- 
ſelves to contrive and to ſecure our own Hap- 
pineſs, Where then-would one chuſe to re- 
f9ſe a, Confidence ſo very ſingular? on one 
who is immenſe to diſcover, all- wiſe to contrive, 


all-powerful to relieve; ove who is of infinite 
;” 
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— to compaſſionate, of Purity to awe us, 
and of Fuſtice to controul us? or in ſomething 
(call it Fate or Chance, or whatever elſe we 
lift, it matters not) in which theſe tranſcen- 
dent Powers are a0 neceſſarily and eſſentially 
found? Fudge in yourſelves, 1 Cor. xi. 13. To 
whom do we apply ourſelves in Caſes of any 
Temporal Moment or Concernment to us? To 
whom, but to ſuch as we judge are moſt able. 
and willing to do us Service? Surely the Con- 
templation now before us, cannot fail to car- 
ry the cleareſt Conviction along with it, if we 
but ſuffer ourſelves to conſider a little more 
particularly each of thoſe Attributes or Per- 
fections of the divine Nature, which have 
been juſt mentioned to you. And, 

1, For the Immenſity or Omni preſence of 
God's Nature; by Virtue of which he is inti- 
mately and familiarly acquainted with the ſe— 
veral Situations and Concerns of all his Crea- 
tures. Als xvii. 28. In him we even live 
and move. Heb. iv. 13. Neither is there any 
Creature that is not manifeſt in his Sight; but 
all Things are naked and opened to the Eyes 
of him with whom we have to do. And ſurely 
it is our unſpeakable Happineſs, that he, in 
whofe Hands we are, and on whom we every 
Moment depend, is privy to all our Wants 
and Infirmities; that he knoweth all our De- 
fire, and our Groaning ts not hid from him, Pl. 
xxxviii. 9. For when, by humble Prayer and 
Supplication, we make our Requeſts known 


unto God, it is not fo much to inform him, as 
| BR. 
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to expreſs the . Senſe we have of our Depen- 
dence upon him; for (as our bleſſed | Saviour 
himſelf aſſures us) our Father knoweth what 
T/ hings we have need of, before we ask him, Mat, 
vi. 8. Aud fo he does allo, 

Aw and in what Manner to relieve us. 
His infinite and eternal Wiſdom cannot but 
know every Means, with all their Degrees of 
Fitneſs and Expediency to their propoſed Ends. 
His Counſels and Determinations are ever ad- 
juſted by the niceſt and moſt exact Propor- 
tions, of Number, Weight, and Meaſure. He 
knows (and happy it is for us that he does 1o) 
as well what to refuſe, as what to grant us, 
For were it otherwiſe, he could not many 
times more effectually undo us, than by grant- 
ing the Petitions that we ask of him. Ani no 
leſs for our Intereſt and Advantage is it, in the 
next Place, that he who is thus w iſe in Couns 
el, is alſo mighty to ſave. For, 

3. With God all Things are poſſi ble, Mat. 
xix. 26. Ae ruleth with his Power for ever; 
Pf. Ixvi. 6. And, Of him and thro' him are all 
Things, Rom. xi. 36. Surely God, that made 
the World and all Things therein, ſeeing 
that he 1s Lord of Heaven and Earth, cannot 
be obſtirufted in his Meaſures, or defeated in 
his Purpoſes; for ſhall the Thing formed ſay 
unto him that formed it, What doſt thou? Shall 
he be controuled by the Creatures of his own 
Power? There is the groſſeſt 4b/auradity in the 
very Suppoſition of it. For, were this /o, he 
r be ſaid to have communicated a Power v. 

1s 
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his Creatures, Which he had not bimſelf;, and, 
which is worſe, a Power ſuperior even to the 
ſupreme. - But what, or who, 4s he that hath 
hardened himſelf againſ} him, who is mighty 
in Strength, and has proſpered? Job ix. 4. 
With good Reaſon therefore, as well as with 
a pious Mixture of Joy and Confidence, does 
holy David ſo often triumph in his God, 
and bid Defiance to all the Powers of the 
World, that might at any time combine againſt 
him. The Lord is my Light, and my Salvation 
whom then ſhall I fear ? The Lord is the Strength 
of my Life; of whom then ſhall I be afraid? 
Pf. xxvii. 1. I hen ſoever I call upon thee, then 
ſhall mine Enemies be put to Flight; this I know, 
for God is on my Side. The Lord of Hoſts is 
with us, the God of Jacob is our Refuge, 1vi. 9. 
xlvi. 11. And then, to this Power and Abi- 
lity, let us add, 

4. His WÄill and Inclination to do us Service. 
His infinite Goodueſs indeed is that reconciling 
Attribute of his Nature, which ſoftens and 
endears to us all the e. The other Perfec- 
tions of his Godhead, conſider'd in themſelves, 
might more reaſonably affect us with Surprize 
and Terror, than with any ſolid Degree of 
Comfort. This ſerves, as it were, to engage 
and ſecure them in our Intereſt ; by which 
Means his very Power no longer ftartles or 
affrights us, but is turned into a Topick of 
ſincereſt Joy and Exultation. When God 
made all his Goodneſs to paſs before Moſes, 
it 1s remark'd of him, Ex. xxxiv. $. That he 


made 
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made haſte, and bowed his Head towards the 
Earth, and worſhipped. And we find the hea- 
venly Choir in the Revelation, upon the Oc- 
caſion of Man's Redemption by the Blood of 
Chrift, (which is but a ſingle, tho' an eminent 
Inſtance of God's adorable Goodneſ3 to his 
Creatures) joining in that ſeraphick Anthem, 
V. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to 
receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 
So naturally does the Goodneſs of God lead 
and excite us to a religious Adoration of him. 
And fo alſo, | | 
5. And its Kind too no /e/s, does the un- 
ſpotted Purity and Holineſs of his Nature. 
There is a Degree of Luſtre and Reſplen- 
dency reflected back upon us, as oft as the 
venerable Object occurs to us, even from a 
Man of a ſpotleſs and unblemiſhed Reputation, 
which raiſes in the Mind a kind of innocent 
Holatry towards him. But what is Man, © 
God, that he ſhould be clean, or he that is born 
of a Woman, that he ſhould be righteous ® Be- 
old, thou putteſt no Truſt in thy Saints, and 
the Heavens are not clean in thy Sight, Job 
xv. 14, 15. But Thou art of purer Eyes than 
to behold Evil, thou canſt not look on Iniquity. 
Hab. i. 13. There is none holy as the Lord, 
1 Sam. ii. 2. Glorious in Holineſs, Ex. xv. 11. 
And perfeci in Beanty, Pſ. 1. 2. Juſt then is the 
Inference of the devout P/almift, O worſhip 
the Lord onr God, and fall down before his 
Foot flool ; for he is holy, Pl. xcix. 5, 9. T 295 


1. 
Laft of thoſe Attributes of God's Nature 
on which his Claim to religious Worſhip 
ſeem'd to be founded, was his Juſtice. And 
righteous art thou, O Lerd, and juſt are thy 
5 Yea the Teſtimonies that ahou 
aſt commanded, are exceeding righteous and true. 
Pi. cxtx. 137, 138. Inſomuch that to command 
what is unjuſt, or to prohibit what is right, 
is a direct Contradiction to the divine Nature. 
The Water may as well forget it's quenching Na- 
ture, or the Flame to waſte the corruptible Thing, 
Wiſd. xix. 20, 21. He hath ſhewed thee, 0 
Man, what is good; and hat does the Lord 
require of thee, but 1o do juſtly, to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God? Mic. vi. 8. 
Duties even deſirable for their oz: Sakes, and 
whoſe Fitneſs might recommend them to our 
own free and voluntary Choice ; Things in 
themſelves good and profitable unto Men Tit. 
iii, 8. I 1peak here of that Part of Juſtice 
which conſiſts in the eyaFing good and whol- 
ſome Laws for the Regulation of our Lives ; 
as for that which concerns the Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, on account of our 
Conduct with relation to them, there can be 
no Douht, but it is ever directed by the ſame 
unerring Rules of right and juſ#; and that, in 
this Reſpect allo, Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
are the Habitat ion of his Seat. Pſ. xcvii. 2. In 
Righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the World, and the 
People with Equity, Pf. xcviii. 9. O! therefore 
worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs, let 
| the whole Earth fland in Awe of him. Tell it 
; K | out 
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ont among the Heathen, that the Lord is King, 
and that it is he that has made the round World 
fo ſure, that it cannot be moved, and how that 
he ſhall judge the People righteou/ly, Pfal. xcvi. 
9, 10.—And thus much of religious Worſhip, 
as due to God in his natural Capacity, or as 
he is God, i. e. a Being infinite in all Per- 
fection. I am now to conſider it, as it belongs 
to him in a relative View, or as he is the 
Maker, Preſerver, and Governor of the World. 

And, | 
(I.) As a Creator. It is the Hſe Man's 
Obſervation, that the Lord hath made all 
Things for himſelf, Prov. xvi. 4. And of Man in 
particular God declares by his Prophet, I have 
created him for my Glory, I have formed, yea, 
I have made him, Iſa. xliii. 7. From whence I 
argue, in the Words of the Apoſtle, that we 
are not our own, 1 Cor. vi. 19. We are not 
only indebted to God for every Power and 
Faculty of our Natures, but are expreſly 
limited and circumſcribed by him in the pro- 
per U/e and Exerciſe of them. Add to this, 
the Obligations of Gratitude which Man in 
particular lies under to the Great Creator for 
that Di/tinfFion of Rank or Order in which he 
has placed him. He made him but a little 
| lower than the Angels, Plal, viii. 5. conſtituted 
him his own Vicegerent in this lower World; 
and formed the reſt of this habitable Earth, as 
well as a Part at leaſt of the Planetary and 
Fixed Orbs above, more peculiarly for his 
Service. And after a ſhort Continuance in this 
| Vale 
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Vale of Uncertainty, he has prepared for him 
a City which has Foundations, eternal in the 
Heavens, Heb. xi. 10. 2 Cor. v. 1. Upon all 
theſe Accounts, our Great Creator, whote we 
are, and whom therefore we ought to /crve, 
has a fundamental and unalienable Right to 
our Homage I call it analienable, becauſe it 
is founded in the eternal Nature and Relation 
of Things to one another, which, in the fritteff 
Senſe of the Expreſſion, never can move at 
any time, Pſal. civ. 5, Be ye ſure then, that 
the Lord he is God, ſince it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourſelves, c. 2. O |! let 
us worſhip, and fall down, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker, xcy. 6. Nor is it an incon- 
ſiderable Title which he acquires to our Ser- 


vice, conſidered, | 
(2.) As our Preſerver : Indeed had God 


brought us into Being, when as yet we were 


not, and, like the Oftrich in the Wilderneſs, 
ſubich leaveth her Eggs in the Duſt, and for- 
getteth that the Foot may cruſh them; who is 
Linda againſi her young ones, as th they 
were not hers, Job xxxix. 14, &c.) left us to 
our own Sagacity, and the Courteſy of our 
Fellow Creatures for our Support, our Debt of 
Gratitude had been lefs conſiderable. Nay 
better, > a better, had it been for Man in 
theſe ſuppoſed Circumſtances, never to have 
been born, * had been the Womb that 
never bare, and the Paps which never gave Suck. 
For if even now, under the Protection of a wiſe 
and good Providence, fo much Evil and Diſs 
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order is every Day ſeen, and lamented, in the 
World; what a Scene of Miſery and Unhap- 
pineſs muſt it have been, had there been 10 
over-ruling Power to controul, or Wiſdom to 
improve, the Deſigns and Tendencies of ſecond 
Cauſes ? But (Thanks be to God !) the Caſe 
with us is very different: The ample Proviſion 
he has made for all his Creatures ; the ſteady 
and even Balance which he ever preſerves 
with reſpe& to the Recruits and Decays of the 
Animal World, particularly of Man; his con- 
tinual Care and watchful Providence over us 
thro' the whole Courſe of our Lives; the 
particular Care and Regard which he is pleaſed 


to have of us in Times of Difficulty and 


Diſtreſs; are all manifeſt Inſtances of a wiſe 
and good Providence: We are all in the Hands 
of a kind and indulgent Parent, of one who 
careth- for us, 1 Pet. v. 7. Who giveth Food 
unto all Fleſh, Pſal. exxxvi. 25. Who openeth 
his Hand, and filleth all Things living withPlen- 
teouſneſs, exlv. 16. One who gathers us under his 
Wings, and makes: us ſafe under his Feathers, 
xci. 4. Who is a Father to the Fatherleſs, and 
deſendeth the Canſe of the Widow, lxviii. 5 
One who will not ſuffer our Foot to be moved, 
cxxi. 3. And under whoſe gracious Protection, 
the Sun ſhall not burn us by Day, neither the 
Moon by Night, ver. 6. The Lord preſerveth 
our going out, and our coming in, ver 8. He holdeth 
our Soul in Life, xvi. 8. And maketh all our 
Bed in our Sickneſs, xli. 3. And who then 


ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 


Name ? 
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Name? Rev. xv. 4. All Nations ſhall come 
and worſhip before thee, Pal. Ixxxvi. 9. Moſt 
juſt and cogent to this Purpoſe is that of the 
bleſſed P/almi/?, where, not contenting himſelf 
to excite Men to the Worſhip of God by the 
Topick of Creation, it is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourſelves, he adds, we are his 
People, and the Sheep of his Paſture: And 
then infers the Point of Practice which he was 
aiming to eſtabliſh; O / go your way into his 
Gates with Thankſgiving, and into his Courts 
with Praiſe ; be thankful unto him, and ſpeak 
good of his Name, Plal. e. The 
(Laſt) Relation from which I propoſed to 
eſtabliſh God's Title to religious Worſhip, 
was his Sovereignty, or his Right of Dominion 
over us, as King and Governor of the World, 
For, beſides a preſerving Providence, which we 
have juſt been conſidering, by which God 
upholds all Things in Being, and preſerves and 
aQuates their natural Powers, there is alſo (as 
a clear and excellent Writer teaches us to 
diſtinguiſh) a governing Providence, conſiſting 
in ſuch Acts and Interpoſitions of Power, as 
the good Order of the World, and the Happi- 
neſs of Mankind require, Sherlock of Provi- 
dence, p. 19. 41. & 
To this Branch of God's Providence we are in 
articular to refer the wonderful Regulation of 
Cauſes and Events, by which (O! the Depth of 
the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God, Rom. xi. 3 3.) he bringeth Good out of 
Evil ; and from the wiſe, but perplexed, In- 
«iv tricacies 
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tricacies of which, thoſe Tlpobanuara, Riddles, 
or Myſteries of his Government, are produced, 
when out of the Eater comes forth Meat, aud 
ent of the Strong comes forth Sweetneſs, 
adg. xiy. 14*, Remarkable to this Purpoſe 
is the Hiſtory of Fo/eph , which, were it not 
a Part of divine Revelation, might well recom- 
mend itſelf, for Beauty and Variety of Inci- 
dents, to the Taſte and Admiration too of the 
politeſt Critick. That from being the Fondling 
his Father's Age, he ſhould contract ſuch a 
Load of Envy as to occaſion his being old 
into Egypt by his own Brethren ; that when 
he was there, his being falſly accuſed of a 
foul Attempt upon his Maſter's Honour, 
ſhould make way for his Advancement to the 
higheſt Step of Pharaoh's Throne; that his 
foretelling the Seven Years of Famine ſhould . 
prove the happy Occaſion of his diſcovering 
himſelf to his Family, and of tranſplanting 
them into Egypt; and that all this ſhould be 
made ſubſeryient to the great Ends of Provi- 
dence in preſerving. the promiſed Seed, and 
iving a Saviour to the World ; who in his 
Fury too ſhould be fold by one of his own 
70 in order to become (ſo the Wiſdom 
of God would have it) the Head of all Princi- 
pality and Power : This is ſuch 4 Chain of 
Events as deſervedly fills the Mind of every 
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* nescaiH,ά, Enigmata, Sententias Involucris quibuſdam 
tegentes res Arcanas & Myſteriis plenas. Menochius, on Pfad. 
Ixxvii. ver. 2. 4 2 
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Conſiderer with the moſt ſincere Delefation, 
and at the ſame time turns his Eye towards the 
Great Diſpoſer of all Events; whoſe Thoughts 
are not as our Thoughts, nor whoſe Ways as our 
Ways, Iſa. lv. 8. This is the View in which 
Foſeph himſelf looks upon the moſt barbarous 
and inhuman Part of his Sufferings, his being 
ſold into the Hands of Strangers by his ows 
Brethren Be not grieved (ſays he to them) 
nor angry with yourſelves, that ye ſold me hither ; 
for God did ſend me before you to preſerve 
Life. — God ſent me before you to preſerve you 
a Poſterity in the Earth, and to ſave your 
Lives by a great Deliverance. So now it was 
not you that ſent me hither, but God, Gen. xlv 
5, 7, *.-—And if God muſt be confeſſed to 
be thus wonderful in conduQting the Events 
of moral Cauſes, and of free Agents, no 
wonder if the blind and neceſſary Effects of 
natural ones be indeed but mere I»/ftruments 
only in his Hands, under whoſe Care and 
Direction, all Things work together for Good to 
them that love God, Rom. viii. 28. They are 
turned round about by his Counſels, that they 
do hat ſoeuer he commandeth them ufon 
the Face of the World in the Earth: He cauſeth 
them to come, whether for Correction, or for 
his: Land, or for Mercy, Job xxxvil. 12, 13. 
Which Words, as they are originally applied 
in the Book of Fob, relate immediately to the 
moſt familiar Effects of Natural Cauſes, Heat, 
Cold, Rain, Tempeſts, and the like: To teach 
us, that nothing is accidental in reſpect of God, 
| but 
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but that even Fire and Hail, Snow and Va- 
fours, Wind and Storm (in the holy Pſalmiſt's 
Expreſſion) fulfill his Word. For all Things 
erve him, Pſal. exlviii. 8. cxix. 91. And in 
nothing do they ſerve him more, than in 
their. conſtant Subſerviency to the Interefts 
and Concerns of Mankind. In order where- 
unto, tho*, ordinarily ſpeaking, he permit 
Natural Cauſes to work their Natural Eecis 
according to the Power he has endued them 
with, yet has he reſerved to himſelf the Power 
of altering or ſuſpending them, as he ſees 
fit. By which Means the Certainty of natural 
Operations does not exclude his Government 
of Nature, nor hinder «s from addreſſing to 
him by Prayer for what we want, and Praiſe 
for what we have recived. Fleetwood's Four 
Sermons, 12m0, p. 38. In his Temple therefore 
let every Man ſpeak of his Honour, Pſal. xxix. 8. 
—— On theſe Reaſons then, I think, we may 
conclude God's Title to religious Worſhip is 
juſtly and evidently founded. And for the 
ſame Reaſons, it muſt be due to him only; 
there being noue other God but One, 1 Cor. viii. 
4 Among the Gods there is none like unto 


thee, O Lord, there is none that can do as thou 
doſt, Pſal. Ixxxvi. 8. Thou art great, and doſt# 
wondrous Things, thou art God alone, ver. 10. 
And let thus much ſuffice as to the Fir 
general Head propoſed to be ſpoken to. 
I muſt now endeayour, a 


Secondly, 


231 


wy = +o expoſe the Weakneſs of thoſe 
Pretences which have at any time been made 
uſe of for the transferring. any Part of this 
nber to the Creature. Now * 

The chief Pretences which have in all Ages 
been inſiſted on in Prejudice to this i incommu- 
nicable Right of the ſupreme King of Heaven 
and Earth, are, (1.) That Fg ble more 
immediately concerned pay only a Secondar 
or ſferior Worſhip, to thoſe other Objects 
which may ſeem to ſhare in their, religions 
Homage. 

( 2.) That the Degrees. of Worſhip are, to 
| be diſtinguiſhed only by the Intention of the 
Morſbipper; exterior Veneration being eſta- 
bliſhed to teſtify the interior Sentiments of 
the Mind. Boffuet's Explication, p. 77. The 

(I.) Is, That the Parties more immediately 
concerned, pay only. a Secondary or Inferior 
Worſhip to thoſe other Objects which may 
ſeem to ſhare in their religious Homage. > 
Now this inferior Worſhip: is either of a 

Civil or a Religious Nature. Merely Civil, the 
| Romanifts 1 will hardly call it; nor 
indeed can it with, any Propriety be called to. 
It has all the Mark, and Appearance of. Re- 
ligion; nay, it makes a great Part of their 
publick Morſbip, and has no inconſiderable 
Share in their authorized Books of pub- 
lick Service. They invocate the Saints 
in their Prayers and make Lows to them; 


| Op kneel to, and adore, and. burn Incenfe to 
L their 
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their Images; they honour them with the 
Titles of Mediator, Saviour, Redeemer, Queen 
of Heaven, and the like; the Matter, Geſture, 
and Devotion of their Prayers (as far as ap- 
pears) is the ſame to them as to God; they 
offer up their Merits in the ſame Form of 
Words as they do the Merits of Chriſt. And 
what is all this but paying divine Fonoars to 
them? If it be not, how does it appear that 
they pay any even to the Son of God? If theſe 
are not Circumſtances of religious Worſhip, I 
fear, no Church in Chriſtendom will be able 
to prove, that ſhe has any ſuch Thing as Re- 
ligious Worſhip belonging to her, Which 
makes it the more to be admired, that the 
Advocates for this Practice ſhould with fo 
much Gravity and Earneſtneſs alledge their 
_ uſual Inftances of civil Reſpect between Man 
and Man in their Vindication ; ſuch as kneel- 
ing to an earthly Parent, and calling him Fa- 
ther, kneeling to a Chair of State, and the like. 
Does a Son worſhip his Father, or a Subject 
adore the Chair of State? Do they imagine 
that no one out of the Pale of their infallible 
Church, can diſtinguiſh between Civil and 
Religious Reſpe&? Do they with all the gawdy 
Pomp of | Religious Solemnity aſſemble them- 
ſelves in the Houſe of Prayer, and there ad- 
dreſs themſelves to theſe Objects of their 
Worſhip with all the outward Marks of Re- 
verence and Devotion which they pay to 
Gad himſelf, and that under the higheſt Titles 
of Eminence and Diſtinction which can be 
Tere "1 1 
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invented, and then tell us that they do not 
really and formally worſhip them with the 
ſame Service which they pay to God, any 
more than they do, who kneel to their earthly 
Parents ?— Nor will their other Parallel be- 
tween thoſe that pray to Saints to make Inter- 
ce//ion for them, and thoſe who defire the Pray- 
ers of living Men in their behalf, make a jot 
more for their Purpoſe ; even tho', to ſtagger 
the .common Reader, they call it Praying 
living Men to intercede for them. For ſure 
ſample Praying, or deſiring a Thing of another, 
is a quite different Thing from Praying r an- 
other with all the Circumſtances of Religious 
Worſhip. The Requeſting other People to 
pray for us (as St. Paul did the Romans, and 
others) is not Religious Invocation : Do they 
imagine that the Apoſtle made ſolemn Ad- 
dreſſes by Prayer to theſe Men to intercede 
with God for him ? Invocation by Prayer is 
a Religious Action, and therefore to be directed 
to God only. But if to any other Being be- 
ſides God, it ſeems indeed more ad viſeable to 
direct it to the Living than'to the Dead, be- 
cauſe we have leſs Reaſon t doubt of being 
heard. In truth, the moſt plauſible Pretence 
they ſeem to have for paying this Iaferiur 
Worſhip (as they love to call it) to Saints 
departed, is, that they thereby preſerve the 
greater Reverence for God, and approach him 
with the greater Modeſty and Humility ; like 
Men who apply themſelves to an earthly 
Prince by the Mediation of his Servants. 
| L 2 Fler 
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Here i is an Appearance at leaſt of Arg t: 
But it is in Truth an Appearance on 57 
what Authority have they to model their 
Religious Wor, ip, which, is God's Right, and 
which he. has given his own del Di- 
reffions about, by the F ofms and: Ceremonies 
of an earthly e ? It is but reaſonable ſure, 
that God ſhould be allowed as full an Autho- 
rity in Things relating to bjs Worſhip, as the 
greateſt. of Temporal Monarchs have 1n their 
Secular Concerns..So that when he declares him- 
ſelf to be the ole Object of our Worſhip, and 
that e will not give his Glory to another, Ifa. xlii. 
8. xIvill, 11. it is no great Inſtance either of 
Modeſty. or Humiliiy, to giſobey Him. He is 
| pleaſed (ſo Jealous. is he of the Heart of Men 
to: look upon it as a Diſbomois to him, nay, a 
kind of Robbery of him, that any Part of 
that, Service, which he has the moſt ſupreme 
Rigbt to expect from us, ſhould be diverted to 
* other Gbject. And this being the Caſe, 

the moſt effectual. way of ſhewing, our Humi- 
lity,, is to obey,. him. And tho earthly Princes 
have neither Leiſure, nor Goodneſs enough, to- 
give Audience in Perſon to the, clamorous, Im- 
portunities of every Suitor, yet haſt thou not 
known, haſt. thou not heard, that the Boerlafling. 
God, the Lord, the Creator oft thi Ends o 95 
Eortb, fainteth not, neither is weary? Iſa. xl. 
But, mo't unhappily of all for 110 Bufineſs 0b 
Humility, it falls out to be very ſeverely, and in 
the moſt expreſs Terms, condemn'd by St. Pal 
where he cautions his oloffians | in theſeWords ; 
Let 
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Zet no Man beguile you of your Rewasd in a 
voluntary Humility, and Wor ſbi /ping of Angels, 
intruding into thoſe Thing, in Had nt 
ſeen, vainly puffed up by bis feſbly Mind, dp. 
it, 18. And then adds, a few Verſes lower,” 
with relation -'to hit, and certain other 
Doctrines and Commandments of Men, that 
they have” #ndxed a Shew: 07 Wildom Js WL 
worſhip" and Humility, but that is ud, ver.'s 5." 
After all, to ſee Men and ' Chriftians, in order 
to defend their Practice from no leſs an Impu- 
tation than that of do/arry, flying to the 
fc holaſtick Diſtinctions of | Supreme” and Fuferior, 
Abſolme nd Relative Worſhip, Terminative 
and Tranſient, and the like, without one 
Word of. Authority from holy Scripture, 
(Which is eur great and on Rule in en 
Matters) to warrant them by, when the E 
itfelf is fully and notoriouſly again} them; 
to hear them talk 'of Honour in /me Senſe 
Religions, whereby to extenuate their Super- 
ſtitious, 1 nig bi ſay, Blaſphemons Addreſſes to 
the — * 2 and ether departed: Saints; 
as it is a ſevere Reproath to our common 
Chriſtianity, ſo is it at the ſame time a taoit 
Confeſſſun of their oπ¼] mameful Gail and 
. "Arid therefof eg 
2. Unleſs the Intention may be allowed 
to JantHify-* the Means, and the Degrees of 
Worſhip to be fufficiently diſtinguiſhed by the 
intertor Hie and Meaning of the Yorary, they 
muſt be content, for any Thing I ean _ to 
the Contrary, 0 bear. the Blume for ever. 
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It is true (ſay they upon this Head) that 
« ſeeing in ove Senſe, Adoration, Invocation, 
« and the Name of Mediator, are proper on- 
& ly to God, and Jeſas Chriſſ, it is no hard 
« Matter to miſapply theſe Terms, whereby 
to render our Doctrine odjous. But if they, 
« be ſtrictly kept to that Senſe in which we 
. «ſe them, theſe Objections and Accuſations 
« will loſe their Force.“ Baſſuet's Expoſition, 
p. 83. And again, © In what Terms ſoever 
« thoſe Prayers which we addreſs to Saints; 
« are couched, the Intention of the Church, 
« and of her Faithful, reduces them always, 
« to this Form, viz. the Form of defiring 
« the Saints to pray for us.” P. 71. And 
is not here a fair Implication at leaſt, that the 
Terms in which theſe Addreſſes are conceived, 
are not ſo ſtrictly zu/tifiable, as might be wiſh- 
ed? and that the Words, Adoration, Invoca- 
tion, and the Title of Mediator, which in 
their true Senſe are proper only to God and 
Chriſt, are applied by them in ſome other ſe- 
condary and inferior Senſe to Saints? One would 
expect then, that theſe Expreſſions, ſo capa- 
ble of being miſapplied, ſhould, in every ſuch 
Caſe, by ſome ſoftening or diſqualiſyiug Terms, 
be limited to their inferior or improper Senſe. 
That indeed had looked like fair and ingenuous 
Dealing. But inſtead of this, to remove the 
Cauſe from plain Words, which, when applied 
to religious Worſhip, every one underſtands 
in an abſolute and diſtinguiſhed Senſe, to the 
ſecret Intention of the Yotary, which nobody 
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is a Fudge of, looks at leaſt like Art and Fineſſe, 
deſigned to puzzle, rather than to 
the Controverſy. But that indeed is beſt done 
by the expreſs Words of holy Scripture, which 
tells us, that we are o worſhip the Lord our 
God, and him only; and that there is one Me- 
diator between God and Man, the Man Chriſt 

eſas, x Tim. ii. 5. Let them then repeat 
it never ſo often, that divine Worſhip is to 
take its Quality from the Eſteem and Juten- 
tion of the Worſhipper, we muſt ſtill have Li- 
berty to ask, Where is this Scholaſtick Nicety 
to be met with in holy Scripture * Where does 
the Book of God allow of any Degree of reli- 
gious Worſhip to the Creature, tho' never ſo 
low or mean in the Intention? All religious 
Invocation of a Creature (be the Intention 
what it will) is divine Adoration, and a Part 
of God's proper Worſhip. If he be inyoca- 
ted by the Title of Advocate, Mediator, or 
the like, this is divine Honour belonging to 
our 8aviour. The worſhipping of a Creature, 
is 1dolazry, tho' he that worſhips it, acknow- 
ledge it to be a Creature, and ſubordinate to 
God, a thouſand times oyer. — To be ſhort 
then; I cannot but think that the Diſtinctions 
of our Adverſaries upon this Head, are a ma- 
nifeſt Indication of their being hard drove 
upon this Article; and ſince, after all, their 
relative or ſubordinate Worſbip ſtill ſurpaſſes 
all the Limits of a civil Reſpect, and is 1n all 
its Circumſtances a religious Invocation both 
of Saints and Angels, and ſuch an one as ex- 
preſſes 
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preſſes 4 palpable Dependence upon them for 
whatever they ſtand-in need of, it muſt re- 
quire a more than ordinary Degree of Charity 
to acquit them of the Charge of Molatry. How 
far they are chargeable with intent ional Idola- 
try, we ate content to leave to Gad, and their 
own' Conſcience sg. If thoſe few amongſt them, 
who are metaphyſical enough to carry their 
Diſftinions about with them, and: to apply 
them upon every Occaſion to the various Ali, 
and Degrees of Worſhip, will pleaſe them- 
ſelves upon that Account, with being «nde+ 
led and innocent from the great Offence, we 
cannot help it. But in general, J fear their 
actual Tdolatry will never be wiped off by 
ſuch flight and frivolous Evafions. —— But 
however flight and groundleſs this Diftinion 
be, our Adverſaries of the Church of Rume 
are not the only Perſons that are notoriouſly 
known to take Refuge in it. It is to this top 
that the Arians in their Turn fly for Sanctu- 
ary againſt that old and found Objection that 
has ever lain againſt their Hypotheſis, from 
the Worſhip which, has been always paid by 
'Chri#flians to the fecond Perſon of the bleſſed 
— If the ſecond — of %, 22 
to be worſbipped, (ſay the Orthodox) then is 
he God; if he be a Creature, he is not to he 
worſhipped. This Way of Reaſoning obliges 
them to have Recourſe to theſe different Be- 
grees of religious Worſhip; and that is the 
Anſwer they rely upon. Now would not 
one W from the familiar. Uſe of hi Di- 
| ſtinfion, 
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fin#ion, in ſupport of theſe ſeyeral Hypothe- 


fes, that it had a very plain and unqueſtiona- 
ble Foundation in the Books of holy Scripture? 
whereas, on the contrary, there is in Truth, 
neither Precept nor Precedent, in it for the 
Worſhip of any Creature, in any Meaſure, or 
in any Degree whatſoeyer ; our Directions there 
being fall, char, and peremprory for the Wor- 
ſhip of God only, we mzy add, that if our 
8aviour had known or allowed of theſe Di- 
ftinftions, he might ſafely have complied with 
the Devil's Temptation, for the Tempter does 
not require of our Lord to take him for God 
himſelf, and accordingly to give him the high- 
eff ce of Worſhip; for he owned (as 
St. Luke tells us, cap. iv. ver. 6.) that the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, which he then offe- 
ed were delivered to him, and not his by 
Creation: And he asked only that Chriſt would 
fall down and worſhip, not inſiſting whether 
it ſhould be ab/olutely or relatively, terminate- 
ly or tranfjently. But to the empter, with- 
out any Diſtinction or Limitation, Chrift op- 
poſes #his expreſs Precept, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 


ferve.—- It is indeed no ſmall Diſparagement 


to theſe Apologies for relative or inferior 
Worſhip (1 ax ol I muſt call it dolatry} 
that they are in reality, no other than juſt 
what the Hat hen, much more excuſable in 
this Reſpect than Chriſliuns, make uſe of to 

alliate their {dol-worſhip by. And it is very 

rprizing that a good Author among the Ro- 
* M mani ſta, 
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mani ſis, whoſe Words I ſhall. chuſe to give 
you, ſhould be capable of writing them with- 
out making the Application. For ſpeaking. of 
the Bramens, who are the Prieſts and Doc- 
tors of the Heathen” Indians, he tells: us, 'that 
« when a Chriſtian ſpeaks to them of their 
„God Ram, whom the Gentiles worſhip, they 
« maintain not that he is a God, and only ſay 
«© that he was a great King, whoſe Sandity 
«© and good Offices that he did to Men, have 
« procured him a more particular Communion 
© with God, than other Saints have, and that 
« ſo they ſhew him much more Reverence: 
And if one ſpeak to them of the Adoration 
of Idols, they anſwer that they worſhip them 
« not; that their Intention is always fixt up- 
« on God; that they only honour them, be- 
e cauſe they put them in mind of the Suiut 
« whom they repreſent; that one muſt not 
“ heed the J-norance of the common People, 
« who form to themſel ves a thouſand idle 
« Fancies, their Imaginations being always 
« ſtuffed with Errors and Superſtitions. ” 
Thevenot's Travels. Part. iii. p. 64. Now I 
would fain know how any Romaniſ} can apo- 
logize for his own worſhip in better Terms: 
And yet theſe poor Indians are with great 
- Familiarity treated by them as Idolaters. And 
Tdolaters they muſt ſtill continue, for any thing 
that the Church of Rome can offer to them 
upon this Head; and whateyer becomes of 
her zealous Labours i in behalf of Chri ifianity, 
one may venture to foretel, chat ſhe will ne- 
TD ver 
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ver be able to convert a ſingle Bramen from 
Idolatry. The Truth indeed is, that the Doc- 
trine of the Mediation of Angels and Saints de- 
parted, aroſe from the Gentiles, who appoint- 
ed many Lords (whom they called Demons 
between their ſupreme God and them, by 


whom they: ſuppoſed their Sacrifices were 


handed up, and their Bleſſings brought down. 
and Lords many; yet (ſays he) to us Chri- 


whom are all Things, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by wham' are all Things, and we by him. 1. Cor. 
viit: 536, So that the Romaniſts are in this 
Reſpe@ the Diſciples of thoſe very Philoſo- 
phers, whoſe groſs and inexcuſable Holatyy 
they would at the ſame Time be thought to 
abominate. ; | 

In one Word, and to conclude all: One 
great Deſign of Revelation, was to take Men 
off from all Sorts of Worſhip which might 
any Ways tend to alienate their Minds from 


the great Creator and Preſerver of all Things. 


Scripture Worſhip is an Acknowledgment of 
the true God, in Oppoſition to all ore Ob- 
jects, which by Nature are no Gods. Gal. iy. 8. 
It is a giving Glory to his effential Perfectiuns, 
by which he is diſtinguiſh'd from them, and a 
Mark of his ſuperior, and infinitely tranſcen- 
dent Excellency in Compariſon of them; a 
Turning from theſe Vanities unto the living 
God, who made Heaven and Earth, and the 
Cha, and all Things that are therein. Acts xiv. 


As St. Paul obſerves, they had Gods many, 
 ſtians, there is but one God the Father, 1 a 
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15. As ſurely then as God is to h wwrſhipped; - 
ſo certainly the giving any Part of that Honour 
which is de to him, to any Creature, (tho? 
neyer-1o.þoly, or never ſo exalted in our 
Efteem) is > far a Departure from our Rule, 
and a. transferring our Allegiance from him, 
Ac. xxvii. 23. whoſe we are, and whom there- 
fore ue ought to ſerve. Fe is thy Lord God, 
re worſbip thou. him. pl. xly. 2. 


275 him therefore, Father, Son, and Hol 
Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but one ever-livi 
Lord God, be all Glory and Majeſty, Do- 
minion and ow now 60 fen ever. 
Amen. 
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